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Religion... but not as we've known
it

"The time is coming when people will not tolerate sound and
wholesome instruction, but, having ears itching for something
pleasing and gratifying, they will gather to themselves one teacher
after another to a considerable number, chosen to satisfy their own
liking and to foster the errors they hold, and will turn aside from
hearing the truth and wander off into myths and man-made
fictions." 2 Tim. 4:3,4.

If there is anything that epitomizes "myths and man-made fictions" then
religion would have to be it! These verses describe exactly what we see
in the world today, whether people call it "religion" or not. Religion is a
word very closely associated with the church and is thought of in a
positive light by many Christians. Those outside of the church typically
think of someone religious as being legalistic, traditional, crusading
for Christianity etc. However, what I'm wanting to focus on is a One
World Religion which | believe to be at the root and foundation of every
single human being, regardless of age and regardless of what belief
system they have and regardless of whether they go to church or not.
This One World Religion is behind every religion that is on this earth
(whether "Christian" or not). This religion has only one god and this god
is worshiped and served like no other. The name of this religion's god is:
Self.

Being religious extends far beyond Pharisees, beyond Muslims, beyond
Christians, to the very core of who we are: Self with a capital S. Jesus
said some awful things to the religious, so if this is true, then we may find
Him saying some harsh things and upsetting a few of our temple's tables
in order to reveal the god that is behind it all, releasing us from our self-
made religion and revealing the freedom which can only be found in Him.

The etymology of the word "religion" is quite revealing. It stems from two
words: re (again) and ligare (meaning to bind or tie, a bond or obligation).
Religion puts people into bondage and blindness again and again. It is



part of the curse because it separates us from God. It is something which
has been part of mankind ever since Adam and Eve decided to trust
themselves and their own judgments rather than trusting God and we are
daily faced with this same choice: trust God or Self.

Even people who believe they are not religious may be part of this
religion because the basis of all religions and religiosity is Self; whether it
is Self doing works or doing nothing and simply "being". Many leave their
religion or church not because they heard God ask them to, but because
that is what Self wanted to do; and the same can also be true for those
who go back to it all. Self justifies anything and everything. This religion is
quite simply a case of Self listening to Self. Self doing for Self. Self
defence. Self righteousness. Self preservation. Self realization. Self help.
Self enlightenment. Self justification. Self discovery. Self expression. Self
governing. Self discerning and judging. Self disguised as "spiritual". Self-
ish to the core. This religion is based on us and what we think, do, and
say whereas true spirituality is based upon all that Christ has done and is
doing; upon all that He has said and is saying!

This religion of Self is not particular about whether you go to a church or
not, whether you are devout outwardly or not; so long as Self is served.
Its creed is: do whatever you believe to be right. This religion is all about
what Self likes, what feels right to Self, what Self dictates and then
"crusading" towards that end. And when the message which Christ
proclaims through the Bible about denying Self, dying daily and losing
your life is given, it is often rejected because the god which Self has
created would not ever say such things! You get a reaction because the
god of Self is governing rather than the God of Jesus Christ.

The Great Deception

The spirit of this world is not ignorant of our susceptibility to being
governed by Self and makes the most of it by making what is false sound
like truth; but the truth is it can be just our interpretation of what seems
right to us. "But you must understand this at the outset, that no prophecy
of scripture arose from an individual's interpretation of the truth. No
prophecy came because a man wanted it to: men of God spoke because
they were inspired by the Holy Spirit. But even in those days there were
false prophets, just as there will be false teachers among you today.



They will be men who will subtly introduce dangerous heresies... With
their high-sounding nonsense they use the sensual pull of the lower
passions to attract those who were just on the point of cutting loose from
their companions in misconduct. They promise them liberty. Liberty! -
when they themselves are bound hand and foot to utter depravity. For a
man is the slave of whatever masters him." (2 Pet. 1:20-2:1,18,19).

Many these days are bound by religion even when they have left the
visible traditions of their religion. Their religion has not left them because
they are still enslaved and governed by Self; they are finding "freedom" in
SELF rather than in Christ. This is an absolute tragedy. It is also
diabolically devious... to be tricked into leaving one form of bondage for
another in the guise of "freedom" and thinking you are free and yet to still
be imprisoned, is tragic.

How could we be so deceived? Because religion is a spirit, it is spiritual.
Behind all of religion are spiritual forces which are determined to deceive
"if possible even the elect". How do they attempt to do this? Through
Self: what we see, hear, think, desire and even genuinely believe. When
God opens our spiritual eyes to see what is real and true and what is
merely an illusion of reality and truth, it is quite shocking. We wonder how
we could have been duped and been so blind! Knowledge is a very
powerful commodity; it can either release or bind. When we think we
know something, we will stubbornly cling to that knowledge and not seek
to find out more because we think we already know. But it is only when
we realize we know nothing that we begin to know Everything (Christ)
and receive Him as our Wisdom which sets us free from our very little
world and religion of Self... We begin to discover the ever expanding
Universe which is Christ in God.

Only what is received and revealed through Him can transform us.
Religion will simply conform and deceive us. We need to be born into our
Father's family and not just call Him "Father" or "Papa" because others
do. We need a Revelation of Christ and not a religion about Christ. Saul
of Tarsus was not released from religion by Stephen's amazing and Holy
Spirit inspired speech; all it needed was for him to personally see,
experience and hear Christ for himself; a Revelation of Christ. This
principle still applies to each of us today.



We each need to see and know Christ for Who He really is rather than
how we would like Him to be. My love for Him is not truly for Him if | don't
want to see Him or accept Him as He is. Both historically and today, He
often reveals something of Himself and people reject Him... just because
He is different to what Self/Religion expected! Listen to what He says:
"Anyone who intends to come with Me has to let Me lead. You're not in
the driver's seat; | am. Don't run from suffering; embrace it. Follow Me
and I'll show you how. Self-help is no help at all. Self-sacrifice is the way,
My way, to saving yourself, your true self. What good would it do to get
everything you want and lose you, the real you? If anyone intends to
come after Me, let him deny himself [forget, ignore, disown, and lose
sight of himself and his own interests] and take up his cross, and follow
Me. For whoever wants to save his life, will lose it; and whoever gives up
his life for My sake and the Gospel's will save it." (Mark 8:34-306).

True Freedom

Only freedom from Self will bring true freedom from religion, obligation
and bondage. This is why the message of freedom given in the Bible is
Life which comes through death! The only way to be free of Self is to die
to Self. Doing whatever Self wants is not freedom, but bondage; because
you are bound to do what YOU want - Self is your master. Some pride
themselves on what they can do within religion; others pride themselves
on what they can do outside of religion. BOTH can still be religious
because whether legalistic or liberal, by the book or having none, BOTH
extremes may be dictated by Self and by the temperament or type of
person they are naturally. BOTH extremes can be based on Self's
preferences and what Self naturally likes; it is a religion where the god of
Self is worshiped, deified and obeyed without question!

"God's will must not be made subject to my own temperament. When
we know a man's make-up it is often all too easy to guess what
"guidance" he will get, because his natural proclivities intrude so subtly
upon the leading of God. Too much so-called guidance among us is
little more than personal bias. A timid brother is "guided" to take a back
seat. A forward brother is "guided" to take a front seat. Each claims to
be led of the Lord. Is he? Or is his temperament ruling him? The pure
will of God demands of me that what | am temperamentally shall be set
aside. | should be so Spirit-filled that the man beside me cannot



foresee, on grounds of my temperament alone, how God will lead me.
Oh let me beware of slanting the will of God in the direction of my own
natural leanings! Even the Lord Jesus, whose own will was surely
faultless, nevertheless set it aside in favour of the Father's who sent
Him. If He should do that, how much more must I!" (Watchman Nee, A
Table in the Wilderness).

Yes, how much more must |? Being led by the Spirit of God does not
mean we are led by our natural preferences and whatever we like as
some seem to believe. Religion and Self distort God, even to the point of
creating a god in our own image; a god we are happy and content with, a
god we can understand and identify with, a god we can worship and love.
But there is nothing loving about a god who does not convict or correct
you and just allows you to believe a lie and do whatever you want (see
Heb. 12:5-11). That is not the God of Jesus Christ Who Himself said:
"Those whom | dearly and tenderly love, | tell their faults and convict and
convince and reprove and chasten them" (Rev. 3:19).

In the same way as we confuse socializing with fellowship, licentiousness
with freedom and condemnation with conviction, so too we can confuse
being religious with being spiritually mature. There is a vast gap between
each of these 'dynamic duos,' for one is earthly and the other is heavenly.

God did not create religion, man did. At the tower of Babel man had a
spiritual-sounding goal and were even united in their efforts "to reach the
heavens". But God's verdict on all their hard work was: "If as one people
speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing
they plan to do will be impossible for them. Come, let us go down and
confuse their language so they will not understand each other. So the
Lord scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped
building the city." (Gen 11:6-8). Why did He do that? We today might
think it a good thing to be as one people, all working together in unity on
one thing, but God does not. Why? Because pride and Self were at the
root of it and not God Himself. We still see His same judgment on religion
in the world today: wherever people are like-minded and 'speak the same
language' and work together building something here on earth, you
eventually find division after division among them as they are scattered
abroad.



Leaving the Confusion of Religion

Religion is certainly a confusion of many voices, it is a mixture of what is
true and false that God must divide in order to reveal what is of Him and
what is not. The very essence of Babylon and religion is mixture and
confusion; in fact the name "Babylon" (which is the same Hebrew word
for Babel) means: confusion by mixing. From the Garden of Eden to the
end of this world, the mixing of truth with error remains a very successful
means of deceiving and seducing us. In the book of Revelation in
reference to Babylon is written, "by your magic spells and poisonous
charm all nations were led astray, seduced and deluded. And in her was
found the blood of prophets and of saints..." (Rev. 18:23,24) and the cry
to us all is: "Come out from her, My people, so that you may not share in
her sins, neither participate in her plagues..." There are some things
which God must divide and separate and which we must reject and turn
away from.

People need religion to feel good about Self and what they're doing; but
God scatters, confuses and divides in the hope that individuals will repent
of their religion and turn to Him instead. His original desire was simply
relationship with each and every human. In an attempt to have some
form of that relationship, He set aside some as priests and prophets who
would mediate between Himself and His people until His Son came to
earth to completely undo the damage which had been done and to
establish a personal, individual relationship with each of His children.
God's focus is always Christ, and all the meticulous details and laws of
the Torah were a way of pointing to the Perfection of Christ while also
highlighting the imperfections and inadequacy of man.

Religion is basically a set of beliefs, personal beliefs... also known as
mindsets and paradigms! Instead of having our beliefs formed by Self or
other people, no matter how spiritual others may seem, we simply must
learn to listen to only our Father and know His voice. We cannot trust
ourselves but have to yield up our minds and what we think is right in
order to learn Christ! "So | tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that
you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking.
They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of
God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of
their hearts. Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over



to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual
lust for more. You, however, did not come to know Christ that way. Surely
you heard of Him and were taught in Him in accordance with the truth
that is in Jesus. You were taught, with regard to your former way of life,
to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to
be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self,
created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness." (Eph. 4:17-
24).

We are new creations in Christ and as our minds are renewed we learn
daily through experience to distinguish and discern between what is the
new Life in us, and what is the old nature: Self. What is from God often
makes no sense to Self, instead it may completely contradict what we
naturally think. Not one of us is willingly deceived or duped by Religion.
We will instead be sincerely deceived; we will sincerely believe that we
are right! But sincerity does not mean something is true. We cannot
discern right from wrong or truth from deception ourselves; at all!
Discernment must come from outside of Self... it comes only from
knowing the living Word of God; not a head knowledge of Him, but a
genuine, experiential, intimate, heart knowledge of Christ as He really is
which results in distinguishing between His voice and the many voices,
including our own voice.

Religion robs God of what is rightly His: people's hearts! Religion is a
substitute for Christ. The religious heart is absorbed and blinded by what
it sees and worships - and it is the same end result whether you're
worshiping Mary, the Church, Allah or unconsciously worshiping your
Self! Religion results in blindness, bondage and death - again and again;
re-ligion = being bound again. We desperately need to know through
personal experience the liberation and freedom which only Christ brings
and the true meaning of the word "release": to free and loosen (relax)
and to have a lease again - to be given over to Another with a new lease
of Life! May this be the experience and living testimony of each one of us.

"The Spirit of the Lord... has sent Me to proclaim freedom for the
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the
oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor" Luke 4:18,19.






Building... but not as we've known
it

"On this rock | will build my Ekklesia, and death itself will not have
any power over it. " (Matthew 16:18)

Most of us who read the verse above agree that "this Rock" is not some
literal, physical rock seen on this earth but something unseen and
invisible: the revelation of Christ which God alone can give ("flesh and
blood have not revealed this to you but My Father..."). If seeing and
knowing Christ spiritually is the Rock and Foundation upon which He is
building His temple, then it follows that what He builds will also be
spiritual and invisible; NOT of this earth, but heavenly in nature and in
character. However, many have seen only what is earthly and have
believed that what Jesus is building is some earthly denomination,
church, building, religion or organisation which can be seen and joined.
These things are not God's work, but man's work; they are the result of
man's desire to build for God which of course sounds like the age-old cry
of "Come, let us build ourselves a building with a tower that reaches to
the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and be in unity
and not scattered over the face of the whole earth." (Gen. 11:4). God is
not building on any earthly foundation; flesh and blood cannot reveal this
Truth of Who Christ is, only our Father can.

What Did Jesus Do?

| recently watched a BBC documentary about archeological excavations
of Sepphoris, the largest city in Judea apart from Jerusalem, and which
was only an hour's walk from Nazareth. When Jesus was about nine
years old, Herod Antipas initiated a large scale building program in
Sepphoris that lasted for twenty years. In this documentary they
commented on how all these buildings were made of stone and that it
was very likely that Jesus would have helped to build these
stone buildings. Clever, religious me thought: "Everybody knows Jesus
was a carpenter and not a builder, the Bible says so"l But
this documentary said that Jesus may have worked on the buildings



because the Greek word "tekton" which has been translated as
"carpenter” in our Bibles, doesn't mean carpenter in the sense we think of
it (making furniture etc). Instead it means craftsman and builder and
applied to stonemasonry work as well as woodwork. | looked up the
Greek word to check this out and found that they were correct. Our
English word architect means master builder and is made from two Greek
words - archi: meaning chief, and tekton: meaning builder.

Then | thought of how Jesus used so many word pictures and parables of
things that both He and others were familiar with, and yet He never once
gave a parable based on wood and making something from wood. Now
that strikes me as rather odd for a carpenter! He could have talked about
how a piece of wood is of no practical use (except for being burnt up in a
fire!) until and unless the carpenter applies the hammer and chisel and
carves something that can be used, but in the process the wood must
lose not only the bark that protects it, but also loses its original shape...

Instead we see in the Bible that Jesus used building with stones as
examples and images: (Matt 7:24-26, 16:18, 21:33; Mark 15:29; Luke
6:48,49, 12:18, 14:28, John 2:19). It is certainly interesting to think that
Jesus would have first been a builder on this earth and that He then
applied that experience and knowledge to the spiritual in working with
living stones and building HIS Temple/Body! This reference also then
has new meaning: "As Jesus was coming out of the temple, one of His
disciples said to Him, Look, Teacher! Notice the sort and quality of these
stones and buildings!" (Mark 13:1). If Jesus was a builder and had
worked with stones, then this comment makes a lot of sense; the
disciples would have thought that He would be interested in the
architecture and material of the temple because of His occupation! And
the reply Jesus gave is so typical of Him, instead of admiring the
architecture and the work of man's hands He instead says "You see
these great buildings? There will not be left here one stone upon another
that will not be torn down"! He CAME OUT of the temple made with
hands and was not impressed by what was made with human hands.

| asked Father what difference it makes whether we see Jesus as a
carpenter or a builder and this is what | felt He showed me... Our
established mindsets often prevent us from seeing the bigger picture, and
it is the same in this case.



What | saw was the differences between a carpenter and builder. A
carpenter typically makes things like furniture to go into a house/structure
that SOMEONE ELSE has built, whereas a builder builds the house itself.
This is exactly what we see happen with organized religion: Jesus is
typically viewed only as a carpenter - someone who just makes the
"furniture" that goes into a structure that man builds. Jesus is often seen
as simply adding something we need and we then use this "furniture" for
our own convenience whether beds, chairs or tables (in spiritual terms
those things might be salvation, spiritual gifts and fruits) and the view is
selfishly on MAN and his comfort, satisfaction and glory. But if God is
viewed as the Master Builder, then the view is considerably different and
expanded: it is HIS work and He isn't just making bits of furniture to be
placed into a structure built by man, He is building HIS Temple/Body -
Christ - and it is all about HIS increase and Glory and Satisfaction!

A house is a much more important and bigger thing than furniture. You
can live in a house without furniture, but you wouldn't normally live with
just furniture and no house! Furniture, no matter how ornate or useful
and practical it may be, is pointless without first being in the House!
Furniture can be moved from structure to structure; but a house is never
moved but remains firmly placed on the Foundation (1 Cor 3:11-17). A
house speaks of a household, family, or home and of protection from the
elements of this world; Christ is certainly all of that and more!

Another difference between builders and carpenters is that a carpenter
can easily make a piece of furniture all on their own, but builders don't
usually work by themselves, they almost always work together with at
least one other person. As a builder, Jesus would have known how vital
each worker is, and that co-operation and joint participation (koinonia)
are important. Stones are very heavy and need people working together
to fit them into place. All the pictures He gives us of His spiritual Building
are images of inter-relatedness - His Body, His Temple, His City, His
Bride - all of these are composites.

A Building Made Without Human Hands

We know that Jesus said: "Destroy this temple, and in three days | will
raise it up again." (John 2:19) and Mark records His accusers as stating



that He'd said: "l will destroy this temple which is made with hands, and
in three days | will build another, made without hands." (Mark 14:58). A
Temple made WITHOUT man's hands... they were correct, this Temple
was raised up and is being built by God alone... His work, His do-ing!
Anything which is of Him is filled with His Life and death has no power
over it! This Temple which Jesus is building is full of His Life and death
cannot prevent His building project because He has already conquered
death; His Ekklesia (which is the Greek word used in this verse and
means "called out ones") are being built and assembled in the
heavenlies. This is not something temporal but something eternal and out
of this world!

The Scriptures are very clear: the tabernacle and temple of the Old
Testament were a symbol and parable until Christ came. "When God
speaks of a new covenant, He makes the first one obsolete (out of use).
And what is obsolete (out of use and annulled because of age) is ripe for
disappearance and to be dispensed with altogether. Now even the first
covenant had its own rules and regulations for divine worship and it had a
sanctuary, but one of this world... Into the second division of the
tabernacle none but the high priest goes... by this the Holy Spirit points
out that the way into the true Holy of Holies is not yet thrown open as
long as the former tabernacle remains a recognized institution and is still
standing. Seeing that that first tabernacle was a parable (a visible symbol
or type or picture of the present age)... But when Christ appeared as a
High Priest of the better things that have come and are to come, then
through the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands,
that is, not a part of this material creation, He went once for all into the
Holy of Holies, not by virtue of the blood of goats and calves, but His own
blood, having found and secured a complete redemption (an everlasting
release for us). For Christ has not entered into a sanctuary (building)
made with human hands, only a copy and pattern and type of the true,
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our
behalf." (Heb 8:13, 9:1,7-9,11,12,24 Amplified Bible) "It was Solomon
who built a house for Him. However, the Most High does not dwell in
houses and temples made with hands; as the prophet says, Heaven is
My throne, and earth the footstool for My feet. What house can you build
for Me, says the Lord, or what is the place in which | can rest? Was it not
My hand that made all these things?" (Acts 7:47-50).



The mention of a building "not made with hands" occurs three times in
those verses. Our flesh loves having something which WE can make,
feel, touch, see, hear and worship here and now on this earth instead of
knowing and trusting in the invisible and unseen in the heavenlies. Many
continue to believe in and support a Judaistic type of an earthly temple.
We typically look at large numbers of people and admire buildings that
are large and impressive because those things appeal to our senses and
to our image of what we think is worthy of God. But if we learn anything
at all from the Scriptures, it is that God does nof think the way we do - His
ways and thoughts are not our ways! He isn't interested in many things
being seen and taken notice of, He is interested in only One Thing: Christ
being seen and taken account of, "On THIS Rock | will build My
Ekklesia". There is only One Thing which can break through the
temptation of the many things which can be seen and heard in the here
and now, and that One Thing is simply Christ. Once you have seen and
experienced the Real, then earthly substitutes lose their grip because
there is no comparison between the two!

Our Architect and Builder

"Faith is the assurance of the things we hope for, being the proof of
things we do not see and the conviction of their reality. [Abraham] was
waiting expectantly and confidently looking forward to the city which has
fixed and firm foundations, whose Architect and Builder is God." (Heb
11:1,10). We have evidence all around us of our Architect's absolutely
amazing design and creation! Nature everywhere speaks of breathtaking
design and planning. But our Architect and Builder builds and creates
very differently to how we do. Even at our most creative and most clever,
we cannot make objects live, we simply co-operate with the life that is
inherent in them. For instance a vine produces grapes and a fruit tree
bears fruit not by striving and working hard to bear fruit or grow, it
happens because of the life which is in them and it is the same with us. It
is Christ and His Life within us which bears fruit and causes us to grow
providing we remain (abide) in Him. He is the Vinedresser and will prune
us through circumstances and people as He sees fit. Jesus spoke of this
in John 15:1-9 and the Greek word which is translated as "abide" means
to remain and to wait. We usually do not like waiting; we would rather try
to make something happen NOW (made with hands) so we often take
things into our own hands - being god and lord of our own lives.



We must be under the government of Jesus Christ and give up trying to
govern ourselves. Often we usurp the role of the Holy Spirit by trying to
be in control of everything in our lives, but when we yield to Him and
allow Him to be our Head, we find that His yoke is easy and His burden is
light! We joyfully follow Him and co-operate with Him in His work.

It is interesting that we are called living stones (1 Pet. 2:5) because
stones cannot make themselves into anything or move themselves
anywhere; they must rely on the Builder to place them and use them in
the same way as precious stones must rely upon the Jeweller to place
them securely in a setting. The building cannot design itself; it must wait
on the Architect's plans. This building cannot build itself; it must wait for
the Master Builder. This City is designed and built by God Himself.

One of the prime functions of both architects and builders is to create
something from nothing. This City cannot be physically seen and yet is
very real!l Hebrews again compares the earthly with the heavenly and the
Mosaic law with the new covenant: "Jesus has been considered worthy
of much greater honor and glory than Moses, just as the builder of a
house has more honor than the house itself. For every house is built and
furnished by someone, but the Builder of all things is God." (Heb 3:3,4).
Until people see this Ekklesia that Jesus is building, they often
unknowingly give the former house more honour than the Builder, not
realizing that that house was something temporal and not eternal and
pointed to something of far greater worth: Jesus as not only the Builder
but also the Temple! A house or temple on this earth, whether it is called
a church or not, is a dead structure because it is the BUILDER that is full
of Life and He is now building His Temple in the heavenlies with living
stones/people who are full of His Life and Light!

May our eyes be opened to see Jesus Christ and the Ekklesia which He
is building and may we learn to co-operate and work with Him as the
Architect and Master Builder of all!

"In Him the whole structure is joined (bound, welded) together
harmoniously, and it continues to rise, grow and increase into a
holy temple in the Lord. In Him you yourselves also are being built
up with the rest, to form a fixed abode (dwelling place) of God in
(by, through) the Spirit." (Eph 2:19-22 Amplified Bible).






Jesus... but not as we've known
Him

"Since you don't know who I am, you don't know who My Father is. If you
knew Me, you would also know My Father." (John 8:19)

One of the first things we learn as we begin to know Christ is that we
have to unlearn many things. This includes things we have believed
about who Jesus is.

In 2005 | wrote the previous article, "Building... But Not As We've Known
It" where | looked into the common belief that Jesus was a carpenter and
discovered that instead He was a builder who worked with stone. A book
| read recently, "The Jesus Discovery" by Dr Adam Bradford, affirmed
this and reveals even more misconceptions that can result from our
Western mindsets.

The author says that the accounts of Jesus' life (by Matthew, Mark, Luke,
and John) were proving to the people of the day that Jesus was truly the
Son of God - they already knew who Jesus was as a man. We, on the
other hand, are in the opposite position: we know Jesus as the Son of
God, but have largely lost sight of Jesus as the Son of Man....

"The Son of Man" was Christ's favourite term for Himself, it's recorded 80
times. This suggests it was important to Him that He came from man, as
well as from God - He was not only the Creator, but also the Creation! If it
were us, I'm sure we would choose to call ourselves "the Son of God"
instead of "the Son of Man", and yet Jesus honoured His creation by
preferring this title. He was fully a man, and yet a man full of the Spirit of
God. We tend to think of Him only in terms of His divinity, but there is
value in knowing Him in His humanity also.

For years now | have longed to know and see Jesus Christ as He really
is; not as the church think He is, not as many Christians think He is, not
as | think He is, but as He REALLY is. I'm not writing this article to tell



you all | have seen of Him - | still see so little - instead I'm writing to
encourage you to see and know Him even more truly yourself, even if
that means challenging Who you thought He was. We often need to be
challenged in order to be changed.

Hundreds of years of accumulated myths, traditions and mistranslations
have very effectively brainwashed us into believing things about this Man
that simply aren't true. We need Him to come into each of our temples
and overturn the tables of lies and misconceptions, drive out all that is
wrong, and reveal what is true.

One of these misconceptions is that Jesus was an uneducated man. To
the contrary, He is likely to have been one of the most educated Rabbis
of the day. If Jesus was not educated and trained as a Rabbi, He would
not have had either the ability to read or permission to read from the
sacred scrolls in the synagogue (Luke 4), or teach every day in the
temple in Jerusalem (Luke 19:47). It would not have been allowed. He
would have been arrested by the temple guards. Nor would the religious
leaders have called Jesus "Rabbi" if Jesus wasn't in fact a Rabbi.

In John 3 we see one of the religious leaders, Nicodemus, saying to
Jesus, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from
God...." Two different words were used: "Rabbi" and "teacher"
(didaskalos). "Rabbi" doesn't simply mean "teacher"; the Greek word
"didaskalos" means "teacher". Every single translation of the Bible calls
Jesus a Rabbi in this verse; it is there in plain sight and the term was
used of Him fourteen times.

In Jewish culture the term "Rabbi" was, and still is, a title given after
completing extensive rabbinic study over the course of many years.
Rabbis in those days were not priests, they were interpreters and
expounders of the Scriptures in addition to having a full-time occupation
to support themselves. They would typically work for a third of the day,
and then study. According to the Jewish Encyclopedia a Rabbi is a
"Hebrew term used as a title for those who are distinguished for learning,
who are the authoritative teachers of the Law, and who are the appointed
spiritual heads of the community."

So, why does it matter whether Jesus was educated as a Rabbi? Here is



why it matters to me:

1. | want to know who Jesus really is, and | want to know Him as the Son
of Man, as well as knowing Him as the Son of God.

2. This challenges those who believe that Jesus didn't study the
Scriptures and use that as a reason for minimising our need for the
Scriptures today. Not only did Jesus know the Scriptures (and very
thoroughly) but He had at least the five books of Moses memorised, as
all Jewish boys did. Education was important to the Jewish people of the
time and so were the Scriptures. From the ages of 5-10 all Jewish boys
memorised the Torah at the synagogue, as many still do today. From
ages 10-12 they learned the Mishnah (the oral law), and after that the
Talmud. The rabbinic Pirkei Avot (Ethics of the Fathers) says: "At five
years of age, one is ready for the study of the Written Torah, at ten years
of age for the study of the Oral Torah [Mishnah], at thirteen for bar
mitzvah, fifteen for the study of Talmud..." (Avot 5:22). This was an
integral part of the culture that Jesus grew up in - they were very religious
people.

3. Understanding the requirements of Jewish and rabbinic education
explains what Jesus was doing between the ages of 12-30. There is no
mention of His education in the Bible, probably because everybody in
that time period knew exactly what He would have been doing until He
was 30: that was the official age when Rabbis began to gather disciples,
just as Jesus did. When the accounts of His life were written many years
later, they probably thought it superfluous to detail the training they all
knew Jesus had; it would have seemed like a waste of precious writing
materials and time. And after His seeming blasphemy and betrayal of
them, the Rabbis would have been sure to omit any record of Him ever
having been a Rabbi.

4. This also explains why the religious leaders were so upset with Jesus
and wanted to crucify Him. He had seemingly turned His back on them
and on all His religious training. As a previously highly respected teacher
of the Law, Jesus was claiming that He Himself was greater than the
Law, greater than the temple, claiming that God was His Father. Not only
that, but He had the audacity to teach others this "heresy" in the temple
where He was legitimately allowed to teach! They would have been



furious; not only because He claimed that God was His Father or
because He broke their laws, but because He spoke against them and
their religion, and they felt helpless to stop Him. They would have felt that
He had betrayed them.

5. Knowing that Jesus was a Rabbi confirmed for me what I've written
elsewhere; that He repented from missing the mark with their religion and
left it to do what His Father wanted. This was the point when the "trouble"
began, both with His spiritual enemy and His earthly religious enemies:

John's baptism was different to other immersions of the day because
John's immersion was not a prescribed immersion for ceremonial
cleansing but was one of repentance... So why did Jesus need this
symbolic baptism of repentance - an immersion signifying a change
of mind? Why would this holy Man, who had not sinned, be required
by God to be ceremonially washed for repentance? What did Jesus
have to repent of (meaning to have a change of mind) that would
make this act necessary from God's perspective? It could well be
that Jesus was repenting and turning away from one thing that He
had done perfectly up until this point: keeping the Jewish Law! He
had been subject to the laws of the Torah and this "baptism of
repentance" revealed His death to all of that, and His rising to a new
covenant, a new Way, a new Life in and of the Spirit for Him, and
later (through the Cross) for every one of us. His baptism revealed
an inward death to the old covenant and an inward rising to new
Life... It was a sign before God of Him finally completing and fulfilling
the Law and dying to that Law and Covenant/Contract and being
raised into the new Law of Life and liberty in the Spirit with the new
contract - resulting in an opened heaven. (from "Baptism... But Not
As We've Known [t").

Accepting Jesus

Many Christians talk about "accepting Jesus" when in fact they haven't
accepted Jesus, but instead have accepted a religious construct. Others
claim to have accepted Jesus, but have often accepted a self-made god;
a "Jesus" who is made in the person's own image, according to what they
like and don't like. And He is not recognisable as the Jesus of the Bible.
"You happily put up with whatever anyone tells you, even if they preach a



different Jesus than the one we preach, or a different kind of Spirit than
the one you received, or a different kind of gospel than the one you
believed." (2 Cor. 11:4).

Jesus said difficult, offensive, even harsh things to others, including His
disciples. That challenges what many believe about Jesus today. He
called Peter a devil, telling him he was offensive and that He didn't know
God (Matt. 16:23). He told His disciples that they had very little faith and
trust (Matt. 8:26; 14:31; 16:8) and said to them, "Don’t you see or
understand yet? Have your hearts been made like stone? You have eyes
- don’'t you see? You have ears - don't you hear? And don’t you
remember?" (Mark 8:17,18). To two of His disciples He said: "How foolish
you are! You're so slow to believe everything the prophets said!" (Luke
24:25).

Jesus offended many people, even His own followers (John 6:60-61). As
Scripture says, "l am placing a Rock in Zion that people trip over, a large
Rock that people find offensive" (Isaiah 8:14). Both Paul and Peter used
that Scripture in reference to Christ (Rom. 9:33, 1 Pet. 2:8). We need to
be careful that we aren't offended or tripped up by Jesus today, just
because He may not fit our ideals of what we think Christ should be like.
He didn't fit the ideals of what many of the Jews were looking for in a
Messiah either - He was rejected and not accepted by most - the real
Jesus was deemed unacceptable, and this is still the case with many
today.

The Jewish leaders who studied the Scriptures and knew them best of all
didn't have the Holy Spirit - they relied on themselves and their own
understanding and so they didn't recognise Jesus. We, on the other
hand, are in the opposite position: many of us today know the Holy Spirit,
but do not know the Scriptures and so we may not recognise the real
Jesus either! He still asks, "Aren't you deceived for this reason, because
you don't know the Scriptures or the power of God?" (Mark 12:24). He
didn't say, "Aren't you deceived because you don't know the Holy Spirit?"
but "because you don't know the Scriptures or the power of Goq!"

| don't idolise the Bible, but | do recognise it as one of the ways that God
speaks to us and through which Jesus is revealed. It used to be a dead
book to me, but when | was brought to Life in Christ, this book also



became alive. | began to see and hear Christ through it like no other
book. The book wasn't the problem, it was the reader (me) that was the
problem! | needed to have my eyes opened to see. You can't read a book
if you are blind. | needed the veil that was covering the eyes of my
understanding removed (Eph. 1:17-21) and then | could see and
recognise Christ and His Life in the words.

Jesus Himself said that the Scriptures speak of Him (John 5:39).
Whereas many of the early believers (particularly the females) would
have been illiterate, they still would have had a comprehensive
knowledge of the Scriptures - they heard them every Sabbath and feast
day and had many of them memorised. We, today, have no excuse like
illiteracy for not knowing the Scriptures or Christ, and it is very clear from
what people today say of Jesus that many do not know either Him or the
Scriptures....

The early believers needed a strong emphasis on the Holy Spirit because
He had just been given, and they were used to relying on their own
knowledge of the Scriptures and the Rabbi's interpretations instead of on
the Holy Spirit. We, on the other hand, while maintaining our vital
dependence on the Holy Spirit and knowing Him as our Teacher, have
often not known, disdained, treated as unnecessary, and even brought
into disrepute the very Scriptures that speak of the Jesus we claim to
know and love!

Even though Jesus was full of the Holy Spirit, and was the Word of God
Himself, He still read, honoured and quoted from the Scriptures, and by
"Scriptures" | mean the Tanakh, what we call the Old Testament. Jesus
never once showed disrespect for the Scriptures. Please hear what He
said: "Don’t ever think that | came to set aside Moses’ Teachings or the
Prophets. | didn’t come to set them aside but to make them come ftrue. |
can guarantee this truth: Until the earth and the heavens disappear,
neither a period nor a comma will disappear from the Scriptures before
everything has come true." (Matt. 5:17,18).

The God of the Scriptures (in what is called the Old Testament) is the
same God as today. Jesus and His Father are One. God didn't suddenly
change - what did change was the agreement (contract) that He had
made, because it was fulfilled and completed with the Man Jesus. Every



legal requirement of the original agreement was fulfilled and satisfied in
God's Man and so a new contract was introduced. While the standards
and requirements of God had not changed, He introduced a new Way of
meeting those requirements: through this Man... Christ Jesus. Through
trusting this Man, all of mankind can now know God. He introduced a
new law, a new covenant, a new contract. This new law is called the law
of liberty, but it is still a contract that can be broken from our end.

In any contract or agreement, there are two parties and both are
responsible. In this New Covenant/Contract we are responsible for our
side of the agreement; not as a matter of works that we must do out of
duty, but as a matter of sheer faithfulness, obedience and love! God
doesn't tell us to do something unless it is important: "God has
commanded all men to repent (Acts 17:30). It is a work which only they
can do. It is morally impossible for one person to repent for another. Even
Christ could not do this. He could die for us, but He cannot do our
repenting for us." (A. W. Tozer, "Paths to Power").

There are many statements in the Bible that begin with the conditional
particle "IF..." meaning that we are responsible to do something. Jesus
said, "If you remain in these words of Mine you are really My disciples
then you will know the Truth and the Truth will set you free... If you
remain in Me and | in you, you will bear much fruit... If you keep My
commands, you will remain in My love... If you really know Me, you will
know My Father as well..." (John 8:31; 15:5,10; 14:7).

If you know Him, you will know His Father as well...

Accepting the Father of Jesus

As a good Father, God is very faithful with us: meaning that He is loving
and yet firm when necessary, and disciplines and trains us. Just as
babies gradually get to know who their parents are, so as newborns we
gradually get to know who our Father is - we learn what is acceptable to
Him and what is unacceptable and what we need to do. As Peter wrote,
"He doesn't want to destroy anyone but wants all people to have an
opportunity to turn to Him and change the way they think and act." (2 Pet.
3:9).



So who is God? Due to what we have believed, some of us need to
discover His love, mercy, and kindness, while others of us need to learn
His holiness, justice, and truth. His love and mercy are far bigger than we
can imagine, and so are His justice and holiness. How many of us are
learning to know and love Him for who He really is? How many love Him
because He is holy? How many love Him because He is our judge? How
many read the Scriptures to see Him as He really is?

Apart from the Holy Spirit revealing Him, God is Unknowable! To know
He exists at all requires a step of faith. When Moses asked God who he
should say had sent him, God said, "I Am Who | Am. Say this to the
people of Israel: | Am has sent me to you." That doesn't make much
sense in English. The Hebrew word "Hayah" that has been translated as
"I Am" in Ex. 3:14, isn't translated as "l am" anywhere else so | thought it
warranted looking into and discovered that it could equally be interpreted
as: "l exist!"

A lot of people wonder if God really does exist, and here He says to tell
the people: "/ exist, so | exist"! Yah-weh means "He exists" as opposed to
"Ha-yah" meaning "l exist". It seems odd that the translators, who would
have known what Yah-weh meant, didn't then translate Ha-yah as "I
exist".

Part of the romance of loving God is knowing how absolutely beyond us
He is - that His ways are not our ways and His thoughts are not our
thoughts - and discovering Him as He actually is. | want to learn who He
really is, not so that | accumulate mere head knowledge, but so | can love
and know Him more truly in my heart. "The Greeks learned in order to
comprehend. The Hebrews learned in order to revere. The modern man
learns in order to use." (Abraham Heschel). We can never fully
comprehend God, nor should we try to use God for our own ends and
shape Him to fit our ideas; instead, as we learn Who He really is, our love
and reverence for Him increases.

We delight in God's love for us, it makes us feel good, but when it comes
to us loving God, instead of accepting Him and loving God as the
Scriptures reveal Him to be, even if we don't understand Him, many
reject Him and instead make a god after their own image: one they can



easily understand, love, and worship. If you love going to church, then
your "God" does too. Whatever you love, your "God" loves too (very
conveniently!).

The reverse is also true: what you don't like, you believe that God doesn't
like too. If you don't like being accountable or responsible, then your
"God" doesn't hold you to account. If you don't like to feel convicted, then
"God" doesn't ever show you what is wrong in your life, you're perfectly
acceptable no matter what you do or say. If you don't like what you read
in the Bible, then "God" doesn't like it either; instead you tell yourself that
the book is an idol, not inspired by God, and must be avoided. And once
you no longer accept that the Scriptures are important, then everything is
judged by what YOU believe to be right instead. You set yourself up as
judge and king in place of God (Judges 21:25). Instead of searching the
Scriptures to see if what you hear is true (Acts 17:11), you search
yourself to see whether you like what you hear or not, and reject or
accept on that basis.

Once people begin to go down this track of creating and worshiping their
own god, they become very difficult to reach - they love their own god too
much and will reject anything that does not sound like what they (ie their
god!) would say or approve of. If you point out this deception, you may be
judged as being unloving (even though real Love always points out where
we have missed the mark); called judgmental (even though real Love
judges and discriminates between what is good and bad); and accused of
being condemning (even though real Love does condemn whatever will
kill its relationship).

The seduction, the deception, and the bondage, are diabolical and very
real. "l implore you... to keep a watchful eye on those who cause trouble
and make difficulties among you, in plain opposition to the teaching you
have been given, and steer clear of them. Such men do not really serve
our Lord Jesus Christ at all but are utterly self-centred. Yet with their
plausible and attractive arguments they deceive those who are too
simple-hearted to see through them." (Rom. 16:17,18).

Not only is knowing the Father of Jesus vital, so is knowing the Spirit of
the Man...



Accepting the Spirit of Jesus

Another name for Jesus is "the Holy One of God" and as His followers,
most of us claim to be filled with His Spirit of Holiness. Jesus Himself told
us exactly what His Spirit does: "When He has come, He will convict the
world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment" (John 16:8). He
convicts of missing the mark, He convicts of what is right and just, and
He convicts about what God has judged. There is only one word in the
Greek that is translated in our Bibles as "convict, reprove, rebuke,
correct" - they all mean the same thing even though in English they may
mean different things to us. And this word for convicting, rebuking,
correcting is used of the Holy Spirit. One of His prime functions is to:
"convict... of judgment”.

There is also only one root word in the Greek that is translated in our
Bibles as the words "judge, discern, discriminate" - they all mean the
same thing in the Greek. Real Love, the Love of God, discriminates and
judges against all that will separate us from Him and calls us out of
ourselves and into Himself. This means changing our minds (repenting)
and leaving a lot of things that we may not want to leave! It means a
change of heart: wanting what He wants instead of what | want.

In the New Testament the Holy Spirit is called the Spirit of Jesus, the
Spirit of God, the Spirit of Holiness, the Spirit of Glory, the Spirit of Faith,
the Spirit of Wisdom and Revelation, the Spirit of Truth (5 times) and the
Spirit of Grace (once).

The one time He is referred to as the Spirit of Grace is: "Anyone who
violates the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or
three witnesses. How much more severe punishment do you think that
person deserves who tramples on God's Son, treats as common the
blood of the covenant by which it was sanctified, and insults the Spirit of
grace? For we know the one who said, 'Vengeance belongs to Me, | will
pay them back,' and again, "The Lord will judge His people." (Heb. 10:28-
30).

Now that doesn't sound much like what is believed and taught about
either the Spirit of Grace or Jesus today. So does the Bible need to be
adjusted to fit our concepts of Jesus, or is it us who need to be adjusted?



What many believe to be grace, is often not the Grace that is described in
the Bible.

"Consider how you would respond to a message exhorting you to
"guard your mind, stay sober, be obedient, don’t be conformed to
your former lusts, be holy, conduct yourself in fear, obey the Word
and put aside all malice, guile, hypocrisy etc." If the message went
on to tell you to "love and read God’s Word, grow up, tell others
about God’s goodness, avoid fleshly lusts, do good deeds, do right,
don’t speak about evil, be zealous for what is good, and sanctify
Christ as Lord." Many within the Body of Christ today would cry out
against such a message claiming it to be nothing more than a
religious spirit or legalism or even fleshly works. Grace we are told
frees you from all these works and liberates you so that you are no
longer under any obligation of any kind. Grace, they say, is the gift
that comes to us with no strings attached. But is that really the
message of grace? Has the enemy blinded our eyes through super-
sizing the true message of grace, and thereby distorting it? It may
surprise you to know that all the exhortations I've listed in italics were
taken directly from Peter’s first epistle. Now here is a most amazing
truth. Peter tells us in the closing verses of his epistle: "l have written
to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that THIS is THE TRUE
GRACE OF GOD. STAND FIRM IN IT!" Here we have one of the
most complete and comprehensive revelations on TRUE GRACE to
be found in the New Testament. Yes, grace is totally and irrevocably
free; and provides us with God’s power to change us. That was its
original intent. Paul in his letter to Titus explains it this way: "The
grace of God has appeared bringing salvation to all men, instructing
us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and live sensibly,
righteously and godly in the present age." (Titus 2:11-12) Peter and
Paul saw the Lord, who is the only true embodiment of grace and
truth. If anyone had a correct revelation and understanding of grace
these two men certainly did." ( )-

Grace is precious and of infinite value, but so is Truth. The two must go
together. The Spirit of Jesus is full of Grace and Truth (John 1:14,17).
Everybody loves Grace, but Truth may not be as popular as Grace,
perhaps because Truth is often corrective; it exposes lies.
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We mustn't naively think we can have grace without truth and assume
that "grace" will "cover" our sinful choices and selfish decisions. That is
not "walking in the Spirit" or being governed by the Spirit; that is being
governed and controlled by Self. This journey out of religion is not meant
to be a journey into Self, but out of Self and into Christ. "Since we are
receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace by which
we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. For our
God is a consuming fire." (Heb. 12:28).

We are all responsible and accountable for our choices and actions, and
for what we accept or reject. That is very clear, not only in our lives, but in
the Scriptures also. King David still lost a son as a consequence of his
sin, even after he had repented. And the result of Abraham's impatience
in not waiting for Isaac was not without very serious consequences; we
still live with the descendants of Ishmael and the resulting religion of
Islam today.

| know that some may judge, reject and condemn what | write here simply
because it may not line up with what they like, or personally think is right,
or what they are comfortable with. But feeling uncomfortable can lead to
conviction, and conviction can lead to conversion: converting us to God's
ways and thoughts instead of our own. God shows us His Standard so
we can see where we have missed the mark, we then rightly feel
convicted, and this enables us to make a choice: either to humble
ourselves, see where we are wrong, change our mind, be adjusted,
agree with what God says and live in Truth, OR... we reject the thought
that we may be wrong, reject what God reveals to be true about us, and
we choose to deceive ourselves and live a lie. It is our choice.

There is no point in thinking that Jesus is in agreement with all our
thoughts of Him and His Father and His Spirit; it is us that have to be in
agreement with all of HIS thoughts, not the other way around! "The
purpose of revelation is not to SUBSTANTIATE your illusions, but to
ELIMINATE them. Do not seek confirmation from God as to your
thoughts and your perception of things, but seek instead to be
disillusioned; seek to be rid of all your illusions about God, all your
misperceptions and misconceptions about Who He is and what He is
doing." (Chip Brogden).



God and His character aren't going to change; it is we who must change.
| don't know about you, but | don't want to believe things about God that
aren't true! | need my mind changed and renewed so that my thoughts
and ways are adjusted to come into alignment with His thoughts and
ways. We each need Christ to be revealed to us.

Jesus still asks, "Who do you say | am?" (Matt. 16:15). We desperately
need Him to show us who He is because we can't see Him or know who
He is according to what we think or what somebody else says - nobody
else can see Him or know Him for you. And we can't see Him unless our
blind eyes are healed. Another question Jesus still asks is, "What do you
want Me to do for you?" And our response and experience can be that of
the blind men in Matthew 20: "Lord,' they said to Him, ‘open our eyes!'
Moved with compassion, Jesus touched their eyes. Immediately they
could see, and they followed Him."

Each of us need this "Emmaus Road" experience, "Jesus explained to
them what was said about Himself in all the Scriptures, beginning with
the books of Moses and the writings of all the prophets... He sat down to
eat with them, took the bread, and said the blessing; then He broke the
bread and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they
recognised Him..."

Jesus hadn't changed - He was still exactly Who He has always been.
The Scriptures hadn't changed - they were still exactly as they had been.
It was THEM that had changed! Are we willing to be changed? Are we
willing to admit we are wrong, change our mind, and be adjusted
according to the Light?

We desperately need to be changed and have our eyes opened to see.
Then we will also be able to say to each other, "Wasn't it like a fire
burning in us when He talked to us... and explained the Scriptures to us?"
We, today, can have this same experience: having our eyes opened to
know and see the real Jesus, being changed, having Him explain the
Scriptures like a fire burning in us, with the same result that we too tell
others what we have seen, "Jesus is alive!"

"And so, dear friends, since you already know these things,



continuously be on your guard not to be carried away by the
deception of lawless people. Otherwise, you may fall from your
secure position. Instead, continue to grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus, the Messiah." (2 Peter
3:17,18)
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Prayer Letter... but not as we've
known it

Dear One,

| have received quite a number of prayer letters over the past couple of
months, with prayers (petitions) addressed to many people, telling us
what to pray and give praise for... With some it is good to read their
news, but these letters don't usually make me feel part of their lives;
instead they often make me feel like an outsider. Why is this?

Is it because the letters are impersonal and therefore not relational and
real? Is it because often people (and their support) are being sought
instead of You? Is it because it often looks like soliciting and marketing
for "support" instead of trusting You? Is it because people appear to have
more trust and faith in MANY people praying than in trusting You to lead
whoever You want praying? Is it because it is Your role to lead us what to
pray and for whom? Is it because so often the unspoken implication of
these letters is that the ones writing are more worthy of and thus require
more prayer than others?

Oh Father... is this just me or is this Your heart | am feeling? Why does
this grieve me so much? Why do | see things so differently to others?
Many would be offended by me even asking such questions...

We have a list of "contacts" and personal friends that | could send a
prayer letter to, but YOU are the One | pray to and You are the One Who
leads me to pray, and who am | to tell Your children what they should be
praying for? | desire for all of us to be praying with You and through You
rather than being motivated by what we think or write. | could not begin to
tell someone what to pray for me and my family because | just do not
know. If | have learned anything in living with You, it is that You so often
surprise me and do things so differently than | would expect! Often what
You know | most desperately need is not at all what | would pray or ask
prayer for in difficult situations, so why would | trust my own judgment
and tell others what ought to be prayed for me or somebody else?



Many times | have known Your prompting to pray for someone and have
prayed with You for that person before they even mentioned their need,
and You have done the same thing in prompting friends to pray for me,
so | trust You to lead us to pray and to give us the words You want us to
pray, when You need us to... | know how desperately | need prayer;
thank You so much that You always provide all that | need! | love what
you had Paul write: "He who did not withhold or spare even His own Son
but gave Him for us all, will He not also with Him freely and graciously
give us all things... He Who is at the right hand of God actually pleading
as He intercedes for us? Who shall ever separate us from Christ's Love?
Shall suffering and affliction and tribulation? Or calamity and distress?"

And what about my brothers and sisters who feel alone and may not
have anyone to write to about their trials and triumphs... how do these
prayer letters make them feel? Are they, and their ministry to You in
private, any less important than those who "minister" to many people in
Your Name and receive lots of "support"? | know that their hidden
ministry to You is precious and treasured; so Father, please keep these
ones hidden in You, and please strengthen, encourage and reward them
with Yourself. May they know without a doubt that they are vital members
of this Family and that we are all equal in Your sight. Not one of us is
more special than another, we are all one in You and what affects one
affects all.

I'm not saying that we shouldn't share things because | know that You
want us to share our trials and triumphs with each other! But | see that
sharing those things is something that naturally occurs with people |
know intimately, as opposed to people with whom | don't have a close
REAL-ationship. Often You lead us to pray for each other through this
personal sharing and connecting of lives and that feels real whereas the
sharing in a prayer letter somehow feels false, artificial and contrived to
me...

Father, | even find the "points for praise" in these letters upsetting
because the focus seems to be on these people and their "ministry"
rather than on You... | guess thus engendering further support from
people. It feels so manipulative, religious, and unreal. Are they truly
giving You ALL the glory and credit or are they delighting in "being used
of God" and is that feeding their flesh? Oh Father... how can we even



think of "having a ministry" when all true ministry is Yours and not ours?

Dear Father, please forgive us for those times when we unknowingly
promote ourselves. Forgive us for deceiving ourselves and feeding our
pride under the guise of being used by You. Please forgive us for trying
to make things happen ourselves instead of waiting on You and trusting
You. Please forgive us for the times when we have tried to manipulate
others into doing what we think they should without knowing Your heart
and without trusting You with them. Oh Father, forgive us for being so
selfish, self centred and self promoting. Please forgive us for insinuating
ourselves and our ideas into what is holy. Please give us a clear vision of
what You desire and please help us to settle for nothing less than that.
Please cleanse us and make us a holy people, without mixture, pure and
worthy of being Your children... Please forgive me if | am viewing these
things through my own eyes instead of Yours, and please continue to
reveal and show me more of Yourself and what You see...

Father, please open our eyes to see that we are free in You; that we are
free from the bondages of religion and man's methods, traditions and
ordinances! Free from doing what WE think we ought to do and free from
doing what others want us to do! Free to do and be all that YOU want!
Free from comparing ourselves with others and earning brownie points!
Free from the bondages of insecurity because we are secure and
thoroughly loved in You - not because of what we do or have done, but
simply because of Who YOU are!

Many of these prayer letters talk about what people are going to do in
2005 and | don't even know what You have in mind for us to do tomorrow
let alone this year! Father, although | don't know what this year holds for
us yet, | absolutely delight and rest in knowing that You know exactly
what is ahead and that You will be there with me to lead me through
every moment of it. Thank You so much for that... | could not get through
one minute without You; You are my Breath, my Life and my Heart; my
World!

Well, Father, | guess | should end this "prayer letter" the same way that
all good prayer letters end: thanking You for Your continued prayers and
support! :-) You know how desperately | need You interceding for me;
this letter is probably a very good example of why You must!!! Thank You



so much for Your intercession and for Your never-ending, persistent Love
for me.

Yours forever,
Lynette

"The Holy Spirit comes to our aid and bears us up in our weakness;
for we do not know what prayer to offer nor how to offer it worthily
as we ought, but the Spirit Himself goes to meet our supplication
and pleads in our behalf with unspeakable yearnings and groanings
too deep for utterance. And He who searches the hearts of men
knows what is in the mind of the Spirit because the Spirit intercedes
and pleads before God in behalf of the saints according to and in
harmony with God's will. We are assured and know that all things
work together and are fitting into a plan for good to and for those
who love God and are called according to His design and Purpose."
Romans 8:26-28.
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Living by Faith... but not as we've
known it

"For in Christ, neither our most conscientious religion nor disregard
of religion amounts to anything. What matters is something far
more interior: faith expressed in love." (Gal. 5:6, The Message)

When we hear the term "living by faith" we usually think of people who
have felt called to stop working in their vocation and to 'live by faith';
expecting God to provide for their financial and physical needs. | have no
doubt that our Father can and does provide for those whom He leads to
live by faith in this way because | never knew anything else as a child
and young adult. My parents were called to the missionfield when | was
three and they sold their new house and belongings so they could go.
The interdenominational mission that we were with was a "faith mission"
and had the policy of not asking people for money or things that were
needed, but asking only God. We saw Father provide for us time and
time again and we not only had all we ever needed, but also (from a
child's perspective) even things that | wanted. He proved His faithfulness
time and time again. | also know friends who felt called to live by faith and
their experience was a disaster!

| believe that God's grace was operating in both cases - but in quite
different ways, because we are all called to live by faith, but not
necessarily like either of the two examples I've given. We are all called to
live by, through, in Faith, which is Christ. Faith is not a thing that needs to
be stirred up or proclaimed; Faith is a Person and when you are in Him,
you are living by Him and His Life and that IS living by/in/through Faith!
Living in Him means you own nothing - even "your" faith comes from Him
- and yet in having nothing but Christ, you have Everything.

Our Life in Him begins with Faith and is continued every moment by Faith
- not by OUR faith but by His Faith. This Life and this Faith is not
something we can bring into existence; it can only come from being born
from above and having our source of Life in Christ. No religious rituals,
statements of faith or sinner's prayers can make that happen; this Life



must be born of GOD and not us! It is HE who chooses us, we do not
"make a choice for Christ" - it is all of Him and it is all Grace: "You did not
choose Me, but | chose YOU" (John 15:16). Was | born because |
decided and chose to be born? Did my birth and entrance into this world
have anything at all to do with me? Clearly the answer is no, and it is
exactly the same with being 'born again'! If it is us that "makes a decision
for Christ" then we are relying on ourselves and our flesh and our
WORKS and self-effort and self-righteousness because that would mean
that my birth was dependent on me and my flesh instead of on God and
His Spirit.

It is a humbling thing to realize that this "choice" was simply a response
to already having been chosen! If being born from above had anything to
do with me then | could claim the credit and the glory for it and it would
make me proud and self-righteous. As it is, this new Life was born of God
and came from Him and He receives all the credit and glory for having
brought forth Life! Just as a little baby did not ask to be born and has no
understanding for some time after their birth, so we too often do not
understand for some time what has happened to us, we simply know that
we are alive and are experiencing Life. Our faith and understanding do
not cause us to be born from above; rather we have faith and
understanding because we were born and because Christ lives within us.

Living by faith in the traditional understanding of the term means stopping
work for which we receive reward or reimbursement and instead seeing
God provide. Living by faith in our spiritual, unseen life also means
STOPPING our work done in our own strength and waiting on God to
provide for all our needs in His time and way. We no longer look for any
reward from our work here on this earth and instead know Christ as our
Reward! This is illustrated in Matthew 6 where three times the phrase
"Truly | tell you, they have their reward in full already" is repeated in
reference to those who look like they are doing exactly what God would
want them to: praying, giving and fasting. Yet because the unseen
motivation for doing those things was from the flesh, it was rewarding
their self-righteousness and their reward was the approval of man and
the loss of the approval and reward of God. The contrast in these verses
(1-8, 16-18) is between what is seen by man and what is unseen by man;
because all is seen by God Who knows the motivations of our hearts.
Praying, giving and fasting can all be motivated by needs that WE see



and that we respond to in the flesh rather than being led by the Spirit - it
is not those who pray, give and fast that are called the sons of God but
those who know and are led by the Spirit (Rom 8:14).

"If then you have died with Christ to material ways of looking at things
and have escaped the world's crude and elemental notions and
teachings of externalism, why do you live as if you still belong to the
world? ...To do this is to follow human precepts and doctrines. Such
practices have indeed the outward appearance that popularly passes for
wisdom, in promoting SELF-imposed rigor of devotion and delight in
SELF-humiliation and severity of discipline of the body, but they are of
NO value in checking the indulgence of the flesh. Instead, they do not
honor God but serve only to indulge the (religious) flesh." (Col.
2:20,22,23). Obviously there is nothing wrong with praying, giving and
fasting; they are good things to do providing they are initiated by our Life
in Christ and not by our flesh! Too often we are led by circumstances,
needs and what we see instead of simply being led by the Spirit. God is
always more interested in our hearts (the unseen internal) than our
actions (the seen externals) because right actions never mean a right
heart whereas a right heart will result in right actions. And so too with this
issue of living by faith: it is not about the seen but the unseen (Heb. 11:1;
2 Cor. 4:18).

This living by Faith must start with our being born from above; not
because we have signed our own birth certificate or decided to be born,
but because the Light has shined into our hearts and revealed Who and
what Life really is all about and Who our Father is. Death must precede
resurrection Life; stopping our own work and not relying on ourselves and
our wisdom will not happen unless we die to ourselves. We often do not
submit to this death which brings Life because we are so used to doing
things in our own strength and being "in control" of as much as possible
in our lives - that is the only "life" we have ever known!

The opposite of faith is not unbelief, or distrust, but FEAR. Both faith and
fear are unseen but nevertheless very real! Fear is the logical result of
doing things in our own strength and thinking we are in control, because
the truth is that we are not, and never have been, in control. Fear often
arises when things beyond our control affect us. When we have our
security and trust in ourselves, when we rely on Self for our judgments,



our happiness, our fulfilment, even our salvation, then it is all based in us
and our flesh and when a storm comes we are rightly afraid, because we
have built our house upon sand and we cannot control the weather. It is a
battle for Life because fear is associated with death whereas faith is
associated with Life and our fears show very clearly where our trust and
faith and real life are - whether here or above. The more we know in our
heart that we are born from above and that our real Life is there with
Christ seated in the heavenlies, the less the things of this earth will cause
us to fear because we are living in and by Faith, Who is Christ! HE is our
Rock and He dispels our fears and trembling and brings stability and
assurance because He is Love!

The question becomes: Can we fully, really trust God??? Of course we
know the answer to that in our heads, but do we KNOW the Answer as
Truth and reality in our hearts? Even if we know in our heads that He is
absolutely trustworthy and faithful, we still cannot trust Him completely
unless His Faith and Love are overcoming the fear inherent in us. We are
either trusting God and living by Faith, or we are trusting ourselves and
living by fear. So how do we experience this Faith that casts out fear? By
seeing Truth; not only Truth in Christ, but also the truth about ourselves:
that in us, in our flesh, there is no good thing and that not one of us is
righteous. When we see who He is and who we are, He enables us to
give up on ourselves and quit trusting ourselves and instead we lay down
our lives and see Christ's Life in us instead. We die, He lives. Fear dies,
Faith lives.

So is living by Faith easy? Yes and no! It is easy if we look up and see
the unseen and know Christ as our Rest and our All and know the fact
that He is GOD and can do anything! And it is not easy if we look down
and see the seen and what appears to be facts that are larger than life. It
becomes a matter of where we are focussing and whether our gaze is
fixed on Jesus or on Self. It is not a matter of denying reality and claiming
promises or making proclamations of faith (which are all works of the
flesh because WE are trying to make something happen) but it is seeing
and acknowledging the reality, hopelessness and impossibilities of life
here on earth even while having absolute trust and faith in knowing that
God is in complete control over it all. This is not something WE can do; it
must be done by Faith, Christ!



We so often say or sing "He is Lord" but do our actions and words prove
that fact? When we really do know Him as the Lord and Sovereign Ruler
and King of our personal kingdom, then we give up our right to rule and
make things happen in our lives; our kingdom has been handed over to
Another and HE rules - we live in His Kingdom. We are utterly dependent
upon Him and act and speak and move only as He and His Life within us
directs. Fear usually rises when we realize that we are not in control of
something, but when we know He is in control - not only knowing it in our
head but KNOWING it as a fact in our hearts - then Faith drives out all
fear. So often we think we know something but it may be merely a mental
apprehension of knowledge and we don't need more of that kind of
knowledge. We don't need to know someTHING but someONE - things
are inanimate and do not contain Life. Christ IS Life and when Father
brings forth His Life in us and we are born from above THEN we truly
know in our heart and know by the spirit - it is Life and it is Truth - and we
finally see, hear and understand as we are given new eyes, ears and
heart! Our head knowledge often gets in the way because we THINK we
know even when our heart does not and this can prevent us from
receiving further revelation and unveiling from above. There is a world of
difference between head knowledge and heart knowledge when it comes
to knowing Christ.

He longs for us to really know Him... to know Him as our Everything and
All, to know Him not because He brings Faith, Peace, Rest, Love and all
that He is, but to know the reality of those aspects of Him in our lives
simply because in the first place we know HIM! May we be those who
know Him and love Him and live with Him not because of what He can
give us but simply because He IS All and Everything; our Life, our Love,
our Faith!

"Whatever former things | had that might have been gains to me, |
have come to consider as loss for Christ's sake. Yes, | count
everything as loss compared to the priceless privilege of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord and of progressively becoming more deeply
and intimately acquainted with Him. For His sake | have lost
everything and consider it all mere rubbish in order that | may gain
Christ, and that | may be found and known as in Him, not having any
self-achieved righteousness that can be called my own, based on
my obedience to the Law's demands, but possessing that which



comes through faith in Christ, the right standing with God which
comes from God by faith.” (Phil. 3:8,9).
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Observing the Sabbath... but not as
we've known it

"Then some of the Pharisees said, This Man Jesus is not from God,
because He does not keep or observe the Sabbath." John 9:16.

For those of us who have grown up in Christianity, we know that one of
the ten commandments is to remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
Only two generations ago it was accepted that on the Sabbath (whether a
Sunday or Saturday) no respectable person worked, children could not
play outdoors, the only book you were allowed to read was the Bible and
everyone must go to church on that day. My great uncle told me that
when he was a child they had to stay indoors on Sundays and were only
allowed to play with "Biblical" toys like Noah's ark and were allowed to
read only the Bible. Not surprisingly, he grew up not wanting anything to
do with Christ or Christianity.

Today we may pat ourselves on the back for recognizing our freedom
from such legality and strictness. We know that we live under grace and
not the law and believe ourselves to be living in real freedom since we
may believe we are free to even play (or watch) sports on Sundays, go
shopping on Sundays, work on Sundays and, of course, go to church on
Sundays. However, in the process of patting ourselves on the back, our
burgeoning pride may blind us to the Truth that Jesus so clearly gave to
the religious leaders in Matthew 12 when they accused His followers of
working on the Sabbath: “/ tell you, Something greater and more exalted
and more majestic than the temple is here! And if you had only known
what this saying means, 'l desire mercy rather than sacrifice’, you would
not have condemned the guiltless. For the Son of Man is Lord even of the
Sabbath.”

In both the strictest keeping of the law and even in our "freedom" we may
still completely miss the meaning and intentions of God and be like the
Israelites in the wilderness who knew the acts of God but did not know
the ways of God as Moses did.



Observing the Man

The Sabbath, as given in the Law of Moses, is completely fulfilled in
Christ Himself. This is why He could boldly claim that He was the master
of the Sabbath and that He was far greater than their holy day. As Paul
said to the Colossians: "God disarmed the principalities and powers that
were ranged against us... Therefore let no one sit in judgment on you in
matters of food and drink, or with regard to a feast day or a New Moon or
a Sabbath. Such things are only the shadow of things that are to come,
and they have only a symbolic value. But the reality of it belongs to
Christ." (Col 2:15-17). He IS the Sabbath personified! He IS the evidence
of God's Perfect Work and the evidence of God's Rest and Satisfaction
on the seventh day - He is THE Sabbath, a Holy Day!

He is Holiness personified and this Holy Man broke the Sabbath here on
earth time and time again! It was one of the key reasons why the Jews
wanted to kill Him: "...the Jews began to persecute Jesus and sought to
kill Him because He was doing these things on the Sabbath. But Jesus
answered them, My Father has worked until now, and I, too, must be at
work. This made the Jews more determined than ever to kill Him;
because He not only was breaking the Sabbath, but He actually was
speaking of God as being His own Father, making Himself equal with
God."” (John 5:16-18, see also Matthew 12; Mark 3:1-6; Luke 13:14; John
7:19; 9:16). Why did He break the Sabbath so many times? To reveal
that the Greater, the much greater than the temple (religious or church
system) had come! He was revealing and exposing the fact that they
were holding onto their religion, their temple/church, their tradition, their
'holy day' and the letter of the law rather than accepting the whole Word
of God Himself revealed personally among them. He said: "you are
nullifying and making void the Word of God through your tradition" (Mark
7:13).

Do we still see this happening today? Absolutely! This one law was a
bone of contention for the religious people not only two thousand years
ago, but today also. Just as Jesus was accused and persecuted for not
doing what they thought He should do on the Sabbath, so also His
brothers and sisters today are often accused of the same thing: not going
to church or not setting aside Sunday as a holy day! This is because His
disciples, both then and now, find their real Life in Christ rather than in



traditions or in religion; they see and know that Something far greater
than a mere day or a building is here! (Matt 12:6-8).

Observing the Eternal

Regardless of whether some "break the Sabbath" as the disciples of
Jesus did or "observe the Sabbath" as the Pharisees did, all of that is
merely temporal, outward, external observances and judgments or
'measuring the outer courtyard' of the temple and as such is
comparatively unimportant to the eternal, internal Truth of Christ and His
Life dwelling in us! (Gal 2:16, 3:2,3) What is vital is the eternal. God is
always concerned with the internal - the sanctuary of our heart - for the
heart is where worship of either Self or God originates.

The shift from the external, symbolic observances of the law of the Old
Testament to the internal experience of the New Testament has to take
place within us - God With Us, living, resting in us and us in Him. His
Word is written in our hearts as we in turn rest and live in Him in our daily
experience. Paul wrote much about this to the Galatians, encouraging
them not to be bound by the law again (Galatians 4:9-11, 5:1,4-6).

The OId Testament is full of real life pictures and examples which we can
learn from. Abraham, Jacob, Saul, David and Moses were all tested on
this issue of not going ahead themselves but resting and waiting for
GOD. The challenge and test for us is to trust and have confidence in
God even when we do not see any evidence suggesting that we should
do so; to simply trust and rest in Him and to not move ahead and do
things ourselves even when it appears as though God is not doing as He
promised or is too slow according to our timetable. "For he who has once
entered God's rest also has ceased from the weariness and pain of
human labors, just as God rested from those labors peculiarly His own.
Let us therefore be zealous to enter that Rest of God, to know and
experience it for ourselves, that no one may fall or perish by the same
kind of unbelief and disobedience into which those in the wilderness fell."
Hebrews 4:10,11.

Failing to wait patiently and steadfastly is failing to believe. Failing to
believe is failing to trust. Failing to trust God is to have Self on the throne
as lord and king and believing in your Self instead of God. Belief is not



something we just acknowledge in our heads, it is something that must
be in our hearts. If we simply believe from the head, our own emotions
will easily control us and we will be tossed about by the winds of different
teachings and the games of men (Eph 4:14). The bottom line is do |
REALLY totally believe and trust God from my heart, no matter what?
This was the test of the children of Israel in the wilderness, they wanted
to enter the Promised Land, their place of rest, but could not do so
because of their unbelief. This is exactly the same issue for each of us as
His children today for Christ IS our Promised Land and Christ IS our
Place and Day of Rest, our Sabbath:

"God’s promise of entering his place of rest still stands, so we ought to
tremble with fear that some of you might fail to get there. For this Good
News - that God has prepared a place of rest - has been announced to
us just as it was to them. But it did them no good because they didn’t
BELIEVE what God told them. For only we who believe can enter his
place of rest. As for those who didn’t believe, God said, “In my anger |
made a vow: They will never enter my place of rest," even though his
place of rest has been ready since he made the world. We know it is
ready because the Scriptures mention the seventh day, saying, “On the
seventh day God rested from all his work.” But in the other passage God
said, “They will never enter my place of rest.” So God’s rest is there for
people to enter. But those who formerly heard the Good News failed to
enter because they disobeyed God. So God set another time for entering
his place of rest, and that time is TODAY. God announced this through
David a long time later in the words already quoted: “Today you must
listen to his voice. Don’t harden your hearts against him.” This new place
of rest was not the land of Canaan, where Joshua led them. If it had
been, God would not have spoken later about another day of rest. So
there is a special rest still waiting for the people of God. For all who enter
into God’s rest will find rest from their labors, just as God rested after
creating the world." (Hebrews 4:6-10 NLT).

Our Father is grieved when we do not cease from our own work or
activity of trying to please Him and simply REST in Him and His
accomplished Work in knowing the Word of Christ as our Home or
Resting Place. He LONGS for His children to enter into His Rest... the
Rest that He has freely provided to all at such cost: His Son Jesus Christ
as Lord of the Sabbath.



Observing the Stop Signs

The Hebrew word for Sabbath is "shabbathown" and is usually translated
as "cease" or "rest". The root word "shabath" means:

to cease (STOP!), desist, rest; to cause to cease, put an end to; to
exterminate, destroy; to remove; to cause to fail.

This is so simple and basic that it is hard for us to accept it: in order to
rest in Christ we have to stop doing things ourselves. So often what we
think God would want us to do (or "What Would Jesus Do") leads us into
bondage instead of freedom because it is instigated and implemented by
our flesh (through our reasoning and what we think is best) instead of by
the Spirit. Jesus Christ brings us FREEDOM and not bondage. When we
work with Him, in Him, and through Him, then there is an abundance of
death-defying Life in operation:

"Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to Me. Get
away with Me and you'll recover your Life. I'll show you how to take a real
rest. Walk with Me and work with Me - watch how | do it. Learn the
unforced rhythms of grace. | won't lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you.
Keep company with Me and you'll learn to live freely and lightly." (Matt
12:28-30 The Message).

One of the meanings of 'shabath’ is to destroy or to cause to fail. Yes,
God certainly does this with us! So often our discouragement and trials
are because HE is working to cause all that is of our flesh to fail and be
destroyed so that we may enter more fully into Him as our Rest! We do
not like to fail or be destroyed and we will readily blame everything and
everyone rather than accepting God's verdict upon our flesh and letting it
die so that we may enter into His Rest. It is only when we truly Rest In
Peace that the Spirit can come forth and be released from our body to
live in and from the heavenlies where our true Life is.

Observing the Rest

In order to prevent us from fully apprehending Truth, our enemy will
often try to push us to one extreme or the other and so twist things to his
advantage. With this issue of rest, when God has opened our eyes to see
and know Christ as our Sabbath Rest, the enemy may then try to



discredit God's work by deceiving us into so-called "resting" which means
doing nothing (perhaps better described as sleep or spiritual death) and
so bring to a halt what God does want us to be doing. The truth is that
resting in Christ is a place of real Life, activity and growth; but not as we
have ever known it because it is largely unseen by man! If we know that
there is no Life and no internal growth in us, then it may be the sleep of
death we are in rather than Rest. If that is so, we need Christ to breathe
His resurrection Life into us.

The other extreme in reaction to this is to be deceived into fighting God's
true rest by viewing it as an attack: 'the enemy is trying to shut me
down' and so we encourage ourselves to courageously battle on in the
strength of our flesh even while zealously and sincerely believing we are
doing the work of God... We fail to recognize that it is the Holy Spirit
trying to shut down our flesh and that we are in fact fighting against God.

In any kingdom there can be only one king. In the kingdom of our
individual lives, if Christ is not King and governing us, then we are still the
lord and king of our own lives and we will be kept busy actively defending
and maintaining our position and territory at all costs instead of just
resting and letting THE King defend that which is His. Either we know
God IS God and we relinquish all control of our lives to Him and rest and
grow in the knowledge of Christ, or we retain control of ourselves and live
in anxiety and unrest. Resting in Peace is an amazing thing, it is letting
go all control to God - allowing Christ to be Lord of ALL - the Lord of our
Rest, our Sabbath. It ought to be the most obvious and easy thing to do
since He IS God - and yet we find it so hard to do because we have to
first give up on ourselves, stop trusting ourselves and really start trusting
and believing God! The encouraging thing about knowing Him as our
Rest is that we can DO nothing to bring it about except submit to Him and
rest; we simply have to know Him, yield and rest in Him and allow Him to
do it all!

Observing a Warning

In speaking of His return, Jesus said, "Pray that your flight may not be in
winter or on a Sabbath." (Matt 24:20). Obviously He didn't say this so that
people wouldn't 'work' or exert themselves on a holy day because He
Himself had worked on the Sabbath! Instead, this was just part of the



picture He was seeking to portray of being prepared to receive Him and
follow Him no matter what; being ready to leave whatever thing occupies
us and being ready to run after Him at any moment.

Winter weather is a time of little growth and difficult outward
circumstances which hinders any escape. This may refer to our
circumstances, the things around us which say "you cannot and should
not"! Of course Jews were not allowed to travel at all on the Sabbath so
He says to pray that your escape won't be on a Sabbath or in winter.
That's very practical. But rather than thinking literally, let's think spiritually
about how this may apply to us today because Jesus was always saying
spiritual things which people took naturally and literally instead of
spiritually and so they often missed what He was really saying!

So, what was it that Jesus was saying they were to run and escape from?
From idolatry in the holy place, ie anything and everything which takes
the place of Christ in His temple of our lives: "When you see the appalling
sacrilege spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the Holy Place - let
the reader take notice and heed this. Then let those who are in Judea
flee to the mountains..." (Matt 24:16). Judea may represent Judaism -
religion. Those who are still bound by their religion and bound by keeping
the Sabbath, cannot or will not leave it all and follow ONLY Christ. They
want it to be Christ AND... Christ AND their religion. Christ AND the
Sabbath. Christ AND my church. Christ AND what I'm comfortable with.
Pray that we will hear His call to escape all the religious things which bind
us, and instead discover the freedom which is in Him! Otherwise we may
find that we are so entrenched in our religion that we will not leave it even
for Him. The whole passage is a picture of urgency; running away from
Judea (Judaism/religion), leaving everything and going up into the
mountains. The mountains in the Bible are symbolic of the high places of
God and being close to Him - the heavenlies.

One of the Greek words for rest is also translated as Liberty - we are free
to rest, He is free to work! This is HIS work, and His choice and His
desire for us and we simply must yield to Him: "For the Lord has chosen
Zion, He has desired it for His habitation; This is My Resting Place
forever, says the Lord, here will | dwell, for | have desired it. | will surely
and abundantly bless her provision; | will satisfy her poor with bread. Her
priests also will | clothe with salvation, and her saints shall shout aloud



for joy." The Provision of Christ! (Psalm 132:13-15). He provides all we
need - bread, clothing, rest, joy - all is found in Him!

Oh, the wisdom of keeping and observing our Sabbath... of not working
or doing our own works, but instead resting and knowing the Liberty and
Holiness of Christ and keeping our eyes fixed on Him as our Sabbath...
May He exterminate and destroy the restless flesh within each of us and
always cause it to fail; for then we will come to truly "observe the
Sabbath/Rest" Who is Christ!

When God reveals more of Who He is and who we are and we give up
on ourselves and cease from our striving and doing, we can rest and
relax into Who He is and He does it all! To be reduced to Christ and only
Christ, is to really be enlarged to Everything! He becomes Everything: our
Sabbath Rest, our Source of Life, our All. We are often still so alive to our
own situations, our flesh and the big M.E. (My Earth) instead of being
dead and buried with R.I.P. (Resting In Peace - i.e. Christ) carved into a
tombstone above our piece of earth - ME. Yet it is only when we truly do
Rest In Peace that the Spirit can come forth and be released from the
body to be with Him and live in and from the heavenlies where our true
Life is.

"l tell you, Something greater and more exalted and more majestic
than the temple is here! And if you had only known what this saying
means, 'l desire mercy rather than sacrifice’, you would not have
condemned the guiltless. For the Son of Man is Lord even of the
Sabbath." Matthew 12:6-8.
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"Touch Not My Anointed"... but
not as we've known it

The phrase "touch not My anointed" has been abused and misused,
often by people who do not want to hear anything negative or convicting.
However, Father has been showing me a completely different way of
looking at this phrase. Many times we touch God's anointed ones (His
children) without realising it; through our words. Not only with negative
words but even through our compassionate, kind words. | was prompted
to read the following story, and then Father showed me the importance of
speaking from Christ and His nature within me rather than from my own
nature.

And they set the ark of God upon a new cart and brought it out of the
house of Abinadab, which was on the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, sons of
Abinadab, drove the new cart. And when they came to Nacon's
threshing floor, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of
it, for the oxen stumbled and shook it. And the anger of the Lord was
kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for touching the ark,
and he died there by the ark of God. David was grieved and offended
because the Lord had broken forth upon Uzzah, and that place is called
Perez-uzzah to this day. 2 Sam 6:3,6-8.

The ark of God was the most sacred piece of furniture in the temple, it
was in the Holy of Holies. It was representative of God's presence and
power because it contained some manna, the 10 commandments and
the rod. This is what | saw - the ark represents not only Christ, but also
His power and presence in His dwelling place/temple; which is now each
of us as His people (we are the temple of the Holy Spirit). We each
contain Him as our manna (spiritual food - Jesus is our Bread), His laws
(which are now written on our hearts instead of being external rules to
keep) and the rod (discipline & guidance from Him) - ALL of which
originate and come from the Holy Spirit and are in the internal holy of
holies or spirit of each of our temples/bodies.



In this story the ark (representing the spirit of a child of God which
contains the Holy Spirit) came to Nacon's threshing floor which is a place
of separation where the chaff is removed from the wheat. Nacon's name
means "prepared". This threshing floor, these difficult circumstances,
were prepared and ordained by God for separating and winnowing.
When it looked like the ark/person got shaken (was being winnowed) and
was in danger of falling, Uzzah reached out and STOPPED it! He
presumed that he was doing God a favour, that he was doing what God
wanted and he was immediately killed for his presumption because he
had interfered with something holy and something which God had
allowed to happen! Uzzah's name means "strength" and he did this in his
own strength, with the strength of his flesh, his own arm. It was NOT of
God. It was not God's compassion or mercy that he was acting from, but
rather his own compassion.

Our "Good" Intentions

It is true that our first reaction is usually of the flesh. Good intentions don't
count for a thing; if something originates from our flesh, whether good or
bad, then it is unholy and will produce death, not life. "A good intention
will not justify a bad action". Perhaps it was Uzzah'’s long familiarity with
the ark, since it had been in his home, that brought about his
presumptuous act, but that did not excuse it.

And David was offended. The Hebrew word means to be furious; how
could God be so lacking in compassion and mercy? After all, Uzzah was
just trying to HELP Him! BUT God does not need or want our help when
it comes from our own strength. Even fleshly mercy is an unrighteous
and unholy thing because it is from us and from our flesh and not from
God and His Life! [t is the Spirit Who gives life; the flesh conveys no
benefit whatever. (John 6:63).

One of the ways in which we learn is by our mistakes. Our natural
tendency when we see someone heading for trouble is to try to stop
them; or if someone is hurting, to comfort them. Sometimes that is the
right thing to do, but sometimes it is the wrong thing to do. Sometimes
our Father will want to teach His child something due to the
consequences of their actions or words. If we intervene and interfere with
that; we are touching something holy, we are touching God's anointed



one.

The reason the ark was shaken in the first place was because it was not
being carried in the way that God had specified. David was transporting it
on a new cart; but it was meant to be carried on poles on priest's
shoulders; not ever on some man-made device! They had made an
exception to God's rules regarding carrying the ark. Perhaps they had
compassion on the men who had to carry it and thought they had come
up with a much better idea... BUT it was NOT God's way! It was the way
of their enemies. It had been carried on a new cart by the Philistines, and
it had arrived back in Israel on the cart the Philistines had made (7 Sam
6). We are not to follow the ways of the world, even ways which appear
to be a good idea.

Our "Good" Ideas

The cart was man's way of dealing with things but it was not God's way.
At the prepared time and place the oxen stumbled and caused the ark to
begin to fall. Perhaps the oxen stumbled over a rock? Jesus is the Rock
of Offence and Stumbling Block (Is 8:14, Rom 9:32, 1 Pet 2:8). Yet how
often do we see a brother or sister stumble over Who He is or what He
reveals to them and then we, in our so-called wisdom, try to tell them that
it's all okay? God USES offence to offend us in order to reveal to us
something about ourselves that we do not want to see, but that we NEED
to see; it is in fact His kindness that He will try to show it to us. When you
are offended; TAKE NOTE! What is the Spirit showing you about
yourself? Don't concern yourself with the person who offended you or
become pre-occupied with them, deal with the beam in your own eye.
You are responsible and accountable for yourself, not for your brother or
sister.

They had just been trying to HELP with the cart idea and Uzzah had just
been trying to help stop the ark/person falling, so David got offended and
angry at God. God did not appear to recognise how helpful they had all
been, after all, didn't He see their hearts and know that they had His best
interests at heart? Didn't He understand that they had the best intentions
and motives? They didn't want His ark to be damaged! Doesn't He know
how much He needs us to help Him and one another?



This offence revealed pride; it was trusting in the flesh and making
decisions and judgments based on what was seen in the natural rather
than seeing from God's perspective or even asking Him what was to be
done. David later said "Because you bore it not as God directed at first,
the Lord our God broke forth upon us - because we DID NOT SEEK HIM
in the way HE ordained." (1 Chron 15:13). His ways are so much higher
than our ways and often totally different than what would appear to be the
right way. We do not always know why He allows some things to happen
but we DO know that we can trust Him regardless. Sometimes it seems
we find it easier to trust Him with ourselves than to trust Him with other
people, especially people we love. We tend to respond to our needs or
other's needs instead of responding because God tells us to, but "the
need never constitutes the call".

"It is always a challenge for us to trust Father in both the things we
are directed to be involved in and also in areas of which we are
aware, yet have received no instructions about. One of the reasons
some respond to need rather than to God is that they cannot seem
to trust Him to handle a situation without them. Therefore, some
sincere and good activity is the result of unbelief; and whatever is not
of faith is sin. Think about that!" 1

Unrighteous, human compassion, love, mercy and kindness breed
compromise which brings death. Whatever does not originate from Life,
will result in death. Human love is selfish and is the opposite of God's
love. It is the fruit of our life, our flesh, rather than the fruit of the Spirit of
Life. Unbelievers often exhibit love, joy, peace, kindness, goodness etc,
and these fruit LOOK good, but they are from the wrong source if they
are from our life instead of God's Life and therefore will not bring Life no
matter how good they are.

An example of this in the New Testament is Peter. Jesus had been
saying that He must suffer many things and then die and be raised from
the dead. "Then Peter took Him aside to speak to Him privately and
began to reprove Him sharply, saying, God forbid, Lord! This must never
happen to you! But Jesus turned away and said to him, Get behind Me
Satan! You are in My way, an offense and a hindrance to Me; for you are
minding what partakes not of the nature and quality of God, but of men."
(Matthew 16:22,23). Peter was so confident of himself and so "wise" that



he reproved the Anointed One of God! We may think that we would never
do that; and yet we can be guilty of exactly the same thing with Christ's
anointed ones today. Peter was simply being compassionate and caring;
he did not want Jesus to suffer and die BUT he was not feeling or
speaking from God's heart but rather that "of men". He acted from HIS
compassion rather than God's and Christ viewed this as being the enemy
himself speaking to Him through Peter! In this instance Peter's
compassion was his weakness; not his strength. If we speak out of OUR
compassion, we too can be guilty of preventing or hindering God's
anointed ones from embracing the Cross. A serious offence indeed.

Jesus knew when to have compassion and when not to. We must not
ever give grace or license or compassion to things which He does not.
He didn't show much compassion to the Pharisees, or to Martha or even
His own parents sometimes! His love was, and still is, TOUGH and will
say when something is wrong even if it will hurt. His discernment and
wisdom are essential.

Our Foundation

Going back to the picture of the temple, David was told by God to buy the
threshing floor and to build an altar there. The temple in Jerusalem was
built on the site of this threshing floor. Jerusalem means "foundation of
peace". To us now, as the temple of the Holy Spirit, this says that the
threshing floor, winnowing, shaking, separating experiences, are vital and
foundational. They are the basis upon which our Father builds His temple
and enables it to grow and become strong.

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit AND with fire. His winnowing fan
is in His hand and He will thoroughly clear out and clean His threshing
floor and gather and store His wheat in His barn, but the chaff He will
burn up with fire that cannot be put out. (Matthew 3:12).

The outer court of the temple is likened to our body, the holy place our
soul, and the holy of holies (holiest place) our spirit. In the holy place
there was the altar of incense (our prayers), the table of show bread
(representing our communion & fellowship) and the lampstand (words of
light for us all). Each of these things, while they can be between just God
and man, can also be corporate, body functions as opposed to the holiest



place which is only between God and His child. In the holy place the
lampstand enables us to see one another and we may be asked to tell a
brother or sister what we see about them, but it is in the holiest place, the
secret hidden place, that God's words are written on our hearts. It is there
that we have communion with Him, it is there that He reveals Himself to
us as the Word, Light, Life, Way, Truth; our All. He is the only One that
can open our eyes to see and our ears to hear.

That is not to say that we never speak on behalf of God but typically, we
tend to speak from ourselves and from our own compassion and mercy
rather than God's. It will not bring a harvest of good fruit because the
source of the mercy is from our fleshly nature rather than God's holy
nature. What is born of (originates from) the flesh is FLESH; and what is
born of the Spirit is spirit. (John 3:6).

Our Light

We must speak of what we see from the lampstand's light rather than the
outer court's natural daylight. The sun is natural light but the lampstand is
fueled by oil - the Holy Spirit. We can only truly SEE when we see by His
Light - HE is our Light. The holiest place had no source of light, it was a
dark place because God is the only Source of Light (Rev 21:23). This
seems back to front to us, the darkest place has the Light, but this
illustrates that we must not act based upon what we see in the natural
from the world's sun shining on the outer person, but speak and act only
by what is revealed to us by the Lampstand in the holy place and by what
we see by the supernatural Light of God in the holiest place.

We need to learn to see things from God's perspective and to speak and
act according to His direction rather than our own or because of what we
think we should say or do. In the last chapter of John, Jesus prophesied
to Peter and told him what would happen in his old age. But Peter,
always ready with a question, asked "Lord, what about John?" and Jesus
basically told him that was none of his business! It is GOD's business
what He does with each of His anointed ones and we must be careful to
speak into other's lives only when specifically directed by Him to do so.
We tend to compare ourselves with each other and use one another as a
measuring stick; but what is important is our Father's expectations; not
other people's. When they measure themselves with themselves and



compare themselves with one another, they are without understanding
and behave unwisely. We, on the other hand, will not boast beyond our
proper limit, but will keep within the limits God has allotted us as our
measuring line and which reaches and includes even you. (2 Cor.
10:12,13). It is the Father that always knows what is best for the children,
not the brother or sister!

We must NEVER EVER interfere with the sacred work of the Holy Spirit
in a person's life even though it may be very difficult to stand by and say
or do nothing. Other times it can be very difficult to SAY what He says to
say and our saying must always be in His timing and in His way. Itis a
holy thing and we are not the Holy Spirit. We are simply vessels which
contain Him and we must learn to speak and act only as He directs and
not from our own strength or our own wisdom. Threshing floor
experiences are absolutely necessary to separate the wheat from the
chaff and it is a holy work. Please carry on separating the holy from the
unholy in us Father, purify Your people.

And the Lord Whom you seek will suddenly come to His temple; the
Messenger of the covenant Whom you desire, behold He shall
come, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of His
coming? And who can stand when He appears? For He is like a
refiner's fire and like fuller's soap; He will sit as a refiner and purifier
of silver and He will purify the priests and refine them like gold and
silver, that they may offer to the Lord offerings in righteousness.
Malachi 3:1-3

The Threshing Floor 2
by Steve Camp

Separate the wheat from the chaff on the threshing floor
And set aside the first fruits for Your pleasure
From the valley of decision, light the way to heaven's door
And bring me to the storehouse as Your treasure
When the Master comes with His winnowing fan
To finish the work of refining
Shaping the heart of a righteous man
He's got to beat it out on the threshing floor.



| said, Separate the truth, from the lie, on this temple site
And bring my risky secrets into the open
The vats are overflowing and the harvest is ripe
But the husk around my heart remains unbroken
When the Master comes with His winnowing fan
To finish the work of refining
Shapin' the heart of a righteous man
He will beat it out on the threshing floor.

The wheels of His sled are sharp and clean
| feel the weight of His stone as its breakin' me
He's shakin' me down to a handful of grain
And | know by His Spirit that my loss is my gain
When the Master comes with His winnowing fan
To finish the work of refining
| said He's shaping the heart of a righteous man
He's gonna beat it out on the threshing floor.

1 Page 125 "Revelatory Adventure" by John Beaumont.
2 Copyright Steve Camp, lyrics used with permission.
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Baptism... but not as we've known
it

Jesus said to them, "You will drink from the cup that I'm going to
drink and be baptized with the baptism with which I'm going to be
baptized" (Mark 10:39).

Shortly after | put my testimony on Unveiling in February 2012, my
parents visited us and my mother asked me, "Why did you not say
anything about your baptism in your testimony?"

| replied, "Because it was just another religious thing | did that | knew |
was meant to do."

She said, "But we didn't tell you to do it, you wanted to be baptized..."
and | agreed, saying, "Yes, because | knew very well what was expected
of me as a good Christian, and | knew what you guys wanted me to do!"

When | was baptized as a teenager | certainly had all the head
knowledge of what | was doing and why, and | was sure that God wanted
me to be baptized, but the simple truth is that the act of baptism could not
take me from death to Life! No ritual can bring about a spiritual result
because a ritual is something WE do as opposed to something the Spirit
of God does.

Then my mother said, "Didn't Jesus say to baptize people in His name?"

Well, it is very debatable whether Jesus ever said that! "Go therefore and
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit" (Matt. 28:19) is one of the
most contested verses in the Bible. The second half of the sentence is
believed to have been added much later. Some refuse to accept this
because it is included in the Textus Receptus and baptism plays such a
large role in church tradition. However, Matthew's gospel was originally
written in Hebrew and was translated into Greek much later. The Jews



preserved several Hebrew versions (see links at the end) but these
Hebrew texts were not used in the creation of the English Bible. Instead
the Latin and Greek translations were used.

In one of these Hebrew versions this verse reads: "You go and teach
them to carry out all the things that | have commanded you forever."
Some believe that the phrase about baptism was added by the "church
fathers" into the Greek and Latin versions. "Conybeare is believed to
have been the first to write against it, following the discovery of a variant
reading of the verse, within the writings of Eusebius of Caesarea. Some
17 times in his works prior to Nicea, Eusebius quotes Matthew 28:19 as
"Go and make disciples of all nations in my name" without mentioning the
Trinity baptism command." (Analysis of Matthew 28:19 R. D. Hughes).

But what does baptism mean anyway? Perhaps NOT what the church
has interpreted it to mean...

History of Baptism

Baptism, whether by immersion or sprinkling, is a very old religious ritual
of many religions. It has never been an exclusively Christian ritual.
Hindus have been practicing baptism for 4000 years. As part of their
religious purification rites they are immersed in a river or sprinkled with
water. Babylonian, Egyptian and Roman religions also practiced ritual
purification ceremonies as is proved by both archeology and ancient
literature. Apuleius, a Roman writer who lived in the 2nd century, wrote
of: "the ancient Roman initiation that was preceded by a normal bath and
then a ceremonial sprinkling by the priest of Isis." He said that the ritual
of sprinkling and cleansing with water in ancient times was: "a kind of
voluntary death and salvation through divine grace." (Apuleius 120-180
AD, Metamorphosis, Book 11, 21).

More importantly, Judaism had a number of cleansing and purification
rites including baptism (called tevilah in Hebrew). Water played an
important role in their ceremonies and regulations, including immersion in
water and sprinkling with water (Ex. 29:4; Lev. 15:13; 16:24; 17:15,16;
Num. 8:7; 19:7,8; Deut. 23:11). John's baptism was nothing new to the
Pharisees or to the Jews. They were very familiar with what we call
"baptism". In their religion full body immersion (tevilah) had to be done in



the running water of a river (called "living water") or in a mikveh
(baptismal pool of rain water in the temple). It was not a bath for washing
in, it was seen as a symbolic immersion for spiritual cleansing,
conversion and renewal. All Gentiles who wanted to become Jews had to
go through tevilah/baptism. To this day converts to Judaism are still
required to be baptized in a "mikveh".

Ancient mikveh ruins (left) mikveh in the Jerusalem temple (centre) and a
modern Jewish mikveh (right).

By the 2nd century the "church fathers" believed and taught that you
were not saved unless you were baptized with water:

"The prescript is laid down that 'without baptism, salvation is
attainable by none' chiefly on the ground of that declaration of the
Lord, who says, 'Unless one be born of water, he hath not life."
(Tertullian 140-230AD, On Baptism, Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol. 3, pg.
674-675).

In other words, the church was necessary for salvation! Baptism was put
in the place of Christ, because salvation was viewed as being brought
about by water baptism (a work of man) rather than only by faith and trust
in Jesus and what He has done. They simply replaced the rituals and



laws of the Old Testament with a set of their own:

"But when the time began to draw near... that the Prophet should
appear, of whom he had foretold that He should warn them by the
mercy of God to cease from sacrificing; lest haply they might
suppose that on the cessation of sacrifice there was no remission of
sins for them He instituted baptism by water amongst them, in which
they might be absolved from all their sins on the invocation of His
name." (Clement, "Recognitions of Clement," Ante-Nicene Fathers,
vol. 8, pg. 88, emphasis mine).

Due to this belief that being baptized was necessary for salvation, it was
a logical conclusion that the earlier you were baptized, and therefore
saved, the better - and so infant baptism was introduced. Infant baptism
(christening) had been a practice of pagan religions for a long time before
it was practiced in the church; sprinkling the baby in pagan religions was
supposed to cleanse it from being born in sin and free it from the deuvil.
Some claimed that:

"The Church received from the apostles the tradition of giving
baptism even to infants. For the apostles, to whom were committed
the secrets of divine mysteries, knew that there is in everyone the
innate stains of sin, which are washed away through water and the
Spirit" (Origen 248AD, Commentaries on Romans 5:9).

But there is no mention whatsoever of infant baptism in the Scriptures.
So where did these erroneous ideas come from? They were importing
and mixing other religion's beliefs and practices with their new religion of
Christianity. Many things that are considered "important" in churches
today were simply "imported" from pagan religions. Many churches today
still teach that your sins are not forgiven unless you are baptized in water.
They appear to have more faith in this religious ritual done by man, than
in what God has done through Christ!

The Nicene Council in 325AD (attended by many religious leaders) was
an attempt at creating a universal religion/church to help strengthen the
Roman empire. Christ's followers who did not accept the integration of
pagan practices into Rome's Christianity, including infant baptism, were
persecuted and often killed. "Christening" was believed to make one a



"Christian" and in the year 416 infant baptism became a compulsory law
for the entire Roman Empire. Those who did not agree with these
baptisms, could not call themselves Christians because they had not
been christened into Christendom. They were often killed by the church
for not conforming.

The history of the church is not good... And lest we proudly think that this
applies only to the Roman Catholic Church, remember that Protestant
evangelical churches are not much different. They have been born from
Catholicism and most of the same traditions are still present in some form
today. This issue of baptism is a case in point.

What Does "Baptize" Mean?

The word "baptize" was not a religious word in the Greek; it simply meant
to immerse, submerge, wash or overwhelm. "Baptize" is one of few words
in the Bible that wasn't translated into English from the Greek, it was
imported directly from the Greek as a transliteration instead of a
translation. So instead of saying "immerse", "dip", or "wash" the Greek
word "baptize” was kept; presumably because the ritual and practice of
baptism was already well established as part of church doctrine and
religious culture. The Greek word baptizo means:

1) to dip repeatedly, to immerse, to submerge (of vessels sunk)

2) to cleanse by dipping or submerging, to wash, to make clean with
water, to wash one's self, bathe

3) to overwhelm

In a Greek recipe for pickles, the food was to be baptizo (submerged) in
vinegar. Telling your child to go and be baptized meant for them to go
and have a wash! There are a few instances where "baptize" was
translated into English in the Bible, "But the Pharisee, noticing that Jesus
did not first wash before the meal, was surprised" (Luke 11:38). That
word for "wash" is baptizo and yet has been translated as wash instead
of baptize. Why? To distinguish baptism as a religious tradition of the
church, even though these baptisms mentioned here were also religious
traditions: "When they (the Jews) come from the marketplace they do not
eat unless they wash (baptizo). And they observe many other traditions,
such as the washing (baptismos) of cups, pitchers and kettles... For



laying aside the commandment of God, you hold the tradition of men,
such as the washing (baptism) of pots and cups: and many other such
things you do." (Mark 7:4,8).

"Baptize" was a common Greek word used every day and did not
exclusively mean a religious sacrament or rite like it does now.

When we use the word "baptize" we think at once and we think only
of the religious rite. Apart from that rite the word has no meaning for
us. It is simply and solely a religious technical term. (F. H. Chase,
The Journal of Theological Studies, July, 1905, p. 503)

Three translations of the Bible do sometimes translate "baptize" into
English: "The Complete Jewish Bible", "The Aramaic Bible in Plain
English", and the "International Standard Version". Mark 1:8 in The
Aramaic Bible reads: "I have immersed you in water, but He will immerse
you in The Spirit of Holiness." John was pointing away from the literal
immersing and washing that he was doing in water, to the spiritual
immersion and washing that only the Holy Spirit can do!

A lot of clarity can come when you simply translate the Greek word into
its English meaning:

He who believes and is washed will be saved; but he who does not
believe will be condemned. (Mark 16:16)

John immersed in water, but you shall be immersed in The Spirit of
Holiness. (Acts 1:5)

Repent and be washed every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:38)

We were therefore buried with Him through immersion into death in
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory
of the Father, we too may live a new life. (Rom. 6:4)

All of you who were immersed into Christ have clothed yourselves
with Christ. (Gal. 3:27).

Being immersed into Christ, being submerged in Him, is powerful
language! To be immersed in Him is to be thoroughly absorbed with Him
and covered by Him. We naturally think of water when we think of



baptism, but who in the Bible claimed to be Living Water? Christ Himself.
This is about being washed by Christ and immersed into Him as the
Living Water and not about physical water at all. We tend to take things
so literally... we are "saved by water", but not by physical water here on
earth, but by the heavenly Living Water who is Christ! How silly of us to
think that we might be saved through being immersed or sprinkled with
water here on earth; that would mean that we were saved by something
man did here and not by God at all! Jesus in His talk with Nicodemus
said, "unless one is born of water and spirit, he can't enter into the
Kingdom of God" (John 3:5). Just as He didn't mean being born again
physically or literally, neither was the water physical and literal. Jesus
was forever pointing away from the natural, to the spiritual; for those who
had eyes to see...

Towards the end of his life Peter clearly saw this and wrote: "...in the
days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is,
eight souls, were saved through water. There is also an anti-type
(analogy) which now saves us - baptism, not the removal of the filth of
the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ" (1 Peter 3:20,21). Peter was really clear that
he was NOT referring to literal water or a literal immersion that washes
and saves us because he immediately qualified his statement with: "NOT
the removal of the dirt of the body" he was not speaking literally about an
external immersion of the body for cleansing in water, but spiritually
about an internal one: "BUT an appeal to God for a good conscience
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ".

Right throughout the Bible rivers and water are symbolic of the Holy Spirit
(Ps. 46:4; 105:41; Eze. 47; John 7:38,39; Rev. 22:1) so being immersed
in a river was a picture of being immersed in the Spirit. This should have
been really clear to the Jews, they were very familiar with the symbolism
of tevilah/immersion and the fact that it was done in what they called
living (running) water. Jesus said He is the Living Water and we are now
immersed in Him by His Spirit! John the Immerser himself declared this
link, stating that although he was physically immersing people in water,
Jesus would spiritually immerse people in His Spirit (Mark 1:8), Jesus
also declared this in Acts 2:38. For us today, it simply makes sense that if
you are immersed and submerged in Christ, you are also immersed in
His Spirit; they are One and cannot be separated!



"There is one Body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one Hope of
your calling; one Lord, one Faith, one Immersion; one God and Father of
all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all." (Eph. 4:4-6). Since
this "one Body" is clearly Christ, does it not follow that the rest of this list
is applicable to Him also? Our Hope is in Him, our Lord is Him, our Faith
is in Him, and our Immersion is in Him! "We were all washed/immersed
by one Spirit into one Body - whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free - and
we were all given the one Spirit to drink." (1 Cor. 12:13). Neither the
water used to cleanse, nor the water of the Spirit we drink, are literal.
They are spiritual. Why would anyone return to all the literal, physical
requirements of the Law of Moses and ignore what Christ has
accomplished? The Law was given until John (Luke 16:16)!

Jesus said, "You have neither desired, nor have You taken delight in
sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings - all of which
are offered according to the Law - He then went on to say, Behold, here |
am, coming to do Your will. Thus He does away with and annuls the first
(former) order as a means of expiating sin so that He might inaugurate
and establish the second (latter) order. And in accordance with this will of
God, we have been made holy (consecrated and sanctified) through the
offering made once for all of the body of Jesus Christ" (Heb. 10:8-10
Amp). The Greek word for "being made holy" in this verse, also means to
be purified and cleansed - His offering is more than sufficient, there are
no more rules, laws, baptisms or cleansing ceremonies required. He is
Alll

Ceremonial Cleansing

Some may object at this point because clearly there were physical, literal
immersions and ceremonial cleansings performed by John the Baptizer,
and also by the followers of Jesus (Acts 8:36; 10:47); and although Jesus
Himself didn't baptize anybody (John 4:2), He did go through this ritual
Himself.

The lIsraelites had quite a few ceremonial cleansings, including priests
being immersed before they could enter the temple and converts who
had to be immersed to signify leaving their old religion for the new. Some
of the immersions mentioned in the book of the Acts were clearly an act



performed with water here on this earth. | believe the reason for this is
that the first believers were still doing what they had grown up with in
their religion: immersion in water. They still had faith in the external
material things they they could see, feel and touch. They were still bound
by their religious traditions of ceremonial washing, keeping the feasts,
going to the temple etc, hence the need for Paul to write what he did to
the Galatians, and to correct Peter, saying, "If we receive God's approval
by obeying these laws, then Christ's death was pointless" (Gal. 2:21).
They found it hard to let go of the physical external rituals and customs
that had been such a vital part of their religion and their life. And people
today still find it hard to let them go.

Anybody converting to Judaism had to (and still does) receive
circumcision and baptism. Paul linked spiritual circumcision with baptism
in Col. 2:11,12 because it was common knowledge that any Gentile who
wanted to become a Jew had to be both circumcised and baptized. Paul
wrote his letter to the Galatians because they were reverting to putting
their trust in ceremonial acts (like circumcision) instead of trusting in
Christ alone. Peter was confronted by Paul over this very thing (Gal.
2:11-21). For many Christians today, although circumcision may be
viewed as not essential, baptism still is; many believe that you cannot be
a child of God unless you have been baptized. Replacing "circumcision”
with "baptism" gives an interesting (and yet | believe, valid) discourse
from Paul on such a belief:

"So now that you know God (or should | say, now that God knows
you), why do you want to go back again and become slaves once
more to the weak and useless spiritual principles of this world? You
are trying to earn favor with God by observing certain days or
months or seasons or years. | fear for you. Perhaps all my hard work
with you was for nothing. | plead with you to /ive as | do in freedom
from these things, for | have become like you Gentiles — free from
those laws... So Christ has truly set us free. Now make sure that you
stay free, and don'’t get tied up again in slavery to the law. Listen! |,
Paul, tell you this: If you are counting on baptism to make you right
with God, then Christ will be of no benefit to you. I'll say it again. If
you are trying to find favor with God by being baptized, you must
obey every regulation in the whole law of Moses. For if you are trying
to make yourselves right with God by keeping the law, you have



been cut off from Christ! You have fallen away from God’s grace. But
we who live by the Spirit eagerly wait to receive by faith the
righteousness God has promised to us. For when we place our faith
in Christ Jesus, there is no benefit in being baptized or not being
baptized. What is important is faith expressing itself in love...

"Those who are trying to force you to be baptized want to look good
to others. They don’t want to be persecuted for teaching that the
cross of Christ alone can save. And even those who advocate
baptism don’t keep the whole law themselves. They only want you
to be baptized so they can boast about it and claim you as their
disciples. As for me, may | never boast about anything except the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. Because of that cross, my interest in
this world has been crucified, and the world’s interest in me has also
died. It doesn’t matter whether we have been baptized or not. What
counts is whether we have been transformed into a new creation.
May God’s peace and mercy be upon all who live by this principle;
they are the new people of God." (Gal. 4:9-12; 5:1-6; 6:12-15, words
in bold have been changed).

Everything about the New Way of Life in Jesus is NEW: it is a complete
and utter conversion from the symbolic external examples (Old
Covenant: physical circumcision) to the true internal realities (New
Covenant: spiritual circumcision). It is not a reversion, so to revert back to
something symbolic, external, religious and ritualistic like a ceremony of
water baptism that you must do, just does not fit with what Jesus and His
followers preached. Paul said, "Christ did not send me to baptize but to
preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross
of Christ be emptied of its power." (1 Cor. 1:17). Paul could not have said
that if baptism was an important ritual vital to salvation or if it had been a
command of Jesus to immerse in water (going back to where we began
with the debatable Matt. 28:19).

The first followers of Christ slowly learned to die to and let go of their
Judaism. You see a steady progression of them giving up more and more
of these religious acts and traditions as they learned to live under the
New Deal that Christ had brought about. In the book of the Acts we can
see that they were still learning to let go of their religious ways, then in
the letter to the Hebrews you find that everything is now referring to the



purely spiritual (Heb. 6:1,2; 8:13; 9:1,7-9,11-12,24) no more is it a
physical temple they go to, but a spiritual Building they are part of. The
revelation of Christ as All was not an instant thing, but a progression for
the followers of Christ, so this issue with baptism was just part of their
journey out of religion and into Christ.

Remember that these cleansings even extended to the utensils that they
used: "they observe many other traditions, such as the washing
(baptismos) of cups, pitchers and kettles..." (Mark 7:4). Jesus referred to
this washing of cups in particular: "How terrible it will be for you, scribes
and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and the
plate, but on the inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. You
blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup, so that its outside may
also be clean." (Matt. 23:25,26). What requires the most cleaning in a
cup? The inside. Yet these traditional immersions of theirs were only
cleaning the outside and not the inside. Just clean the inside (be
immersed and washed spiritually) and the outside will be acceptable.
According to Luke, Jesus said these words in direct reference to a
Pharisee who criticised Him for not having baptized (thus breaking one of
the laws of Moses) before eating (Luke 11:38-40).

Paul referred to the exodus from Egypt into the Promised Land as an
immersion also: "l want you to know, brothers and sisters, that all our
ancestors who left Egypt were under the cloud, and they all went through
the sea. They were all united with Moses by baptism in the cloud and in
the sea." (1 Cor. 10:1,2). Even that wasn't a literal baptism, because they
weren't immersed in either the cloud or the sea. They passed through on
dry ground; it was symbolic of an immersion of death to Life in
transferring from a land of death into a Promised Land of Life: Christ
Himself.

Jesus referred to the spiritual immersion in His Spirit (Acts 2:38) and also
spoke not of a literal immersion in water, but of an immersion into death
(Matt. 20:22,23; Mark 10:38,39; Luke 12:50) "Don't you know that all of
us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?"
(Rom. 6:3). Since we died with Him and were raised with Him, we were
also immersed with and into Him; we ARE His Body.

The Baptism of Jesus



Then we have to ask: so why did John baptize, and why did Jesus ask
John to baptize Him? John was the one who prepared the way for Jesus
Christ, so all that he did was pointing to Him: to Christ as the Immerser
and Christ as the Living Water. Baptism/immersion into the name of
Jesus and the baptism of John were two different things, linked only by
the symbolic (John) preceding the actual (Jesus), as is mentioned in the
book of the Acts and as John himself said: "I baptize with water BUT He
will baptize with the Holy Spirit".

John's baptism was different to other immersions of the day because
John's immersion was not a prescribed immersion for ceremonial
cleansing but was one of repentance. "John indeed baptized with a
baptism of repentance" (Acts 19:4, also: Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3; Acts 13:24),
and yet Jesus insisted on being baptized by John. So why did Jesus
need this symbolic baptism of repentance - an immersion signifying a
change of mind? Why would this holy Man, who had not sinned, be
required by God to be ceremonially washed for repentance? What did
Jesus have to repent of (meaning to have a change of mind) that would
make this act necessary from God's perspective? It could well be that
Jesus was repenting and turning away from one thing that He had done
perfectly up until this point: keeping the Jewish Law! He had been subject
to the laws of the Torah and this "baptism of repentance" revealed His
death to all of that, and His rising to a new covenant, a new Way, a new
Life in and of the Spirit for Him, and later (through the Cross) for every
one of us.

His baptism revealed an inward death to the old covenant and an inward
rising to new Life. "Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized
by John. But John tried to prevent him. “I need you to baptize me”, he
said. “Surely you do not come to me?” But Jesus replied, “It is right for us
to meet all the Law’s demands—Iet it be so now." Then John agreed to
his baptism. Jesus came straight out of the water afterwards, and
suddenly the heavens opened and he saw the Spirit of God coming down
like a dove and resting upon him. And a voice came out of Heaven
saying, “This is my dearly-loved son, in whom | am well pleased.” (Matt.
3:13-16 Phillips).

For Christ it was about dying to the religious keeping of the LAW and



then living from then on in the Life of the Spirit. This explains why He was
so adamant about needing John to immerse Him, and why it was outside
of the temple's mikveh, in living (running) water that He was immersed. It
wasn't a purification ceremony in obedience to God (He was already
pure), but about repenting: it was an immersion of repentance from
having kept the religious Law even though He had kept that Law
perfectly. It was a sign before God of Him finally completing and fulfilling
the Law and dying to that Law and Covenant/Contract and being raised
into the new Law of Life and liberty in the Spirit with the new contract -
resulting in an opened heaven.

When Jesus emerged from the water, God immediately declared Him to
be His Son. Of course He was already God's Son prior to this so this
declaration may have been indicating that Jesus had now left the
"kindergarten" of the Law and graduated to maturity (Gal. 3:23,24), being
now a full grown Son, "fulfilling all righteousness" which was the reason
Jesus had given for Himself needing to be baptized (Matt. 3:15). In other
words: He was completing and perfecting all that was required. Twice this
word for "fulfilling" is translated as "end"; in Greek it means:

1) to make full, to fill up, i.e. to fill to the full
2) to render full, i.e. to complete

a) to fill to the top: so that nothing shall be wanting to full measure, fill
to the brim

b) to consummate: a number

1) to make complete in every particular, to render perfect
2) to carry through to the end, to accomplish, carry out, (some

undertaking)

c) to carry into effect, bring to realisation, realise

So that all fits with the baptism of Jesus being a sign of completing and
ending the old covenant: a once for all act symbolic of His death and
resurrection on our behalf. The letter to the Galatians is enlightening to
read in light of this: "Until the time when we were mature enough to
respond freely in faith to the living God, we were carefully surrounded
and protected by the Mosaic law. The law was like those Greek tutors,
with which you are familiar, who escort children to school and protect
them from danger or distraction, making sure the children will really get to
the place they set out for. But now you have arrived at your destination:



By faith in Christ you are in direct relationship with God. Your baptism in
Christ was not just washing you up for a fresh start. It also involved
dressing you in an adult faith wardrobe - Christ's life, the fulfillment of
God's original promise." (Gal. 3:23-27 TM).

From this point on Jesus was a marked man. No longer was He
governed by the Law and religious expectations, He was now governed
solely by the Spirit of God and often did the opposite of what people
expected. He set the cat among the pigeons and turned over the tables in
the temple in more ways than one: He didn't keep the Sabbath or many
of the other laws, and this upset the Jewish religious leaders, resulting in
His crucifixion because of His breaking of the Law (John 5:16-18; 7:19; 9:16;
Matthew 12; Mark 3:1-6; Luke 13:14). Today, 2000 years later, we are still learning
to leave Judaism's laws and give up our religious ways to follow Him
outside the camp.

How sad it is that people have argued and even died over the issue of
baptism by immersion or sprinkling for centuries, and yet have entirely
missed the point. The enemy loves to deceive and bring death with these
things: "Should we worship here or there, with this or that?" and Jesus
says, "NOT in Jerusalem, NOR there, NOT this or that, BUT Me..." (John
4:20-24). Oh for eyes to be opened to see only Him... The church and
religion have taken His place for far too long. Are you baptized/immersed
in church life, in work for God and in your "ministry", or are you immersed
in Christ? Are you immersed in the world around you: television,
entertainment, social media, your friends and your work, or are you fully
immersed in Christ in the heavenlies?

Traditionally the church teaches that Jesus was immersed as an
example, so that we would all follow His example and be baptized by the
church, symbolising being buried with Him in death, and rising to new
Life. Yes, Jesus Christ certainly was setting an example for us to follow,
but not as we've known it: His example was for us all to die to our own
"goodness" and leave behind the works of religion (including baptisms)
and the keeping of laws and regulations and instead live in the freedom
of the new Law of the Spirit of Life, just as He did; to have access to an
opened heaven just as He did, to listen to and do only what His Father
wanted just as He did, and to have the Holy Spirit of God both in and
upon us, just as He did!



Let us go forward, then, to mature teaching and leave behind us the
first lessons of the Christian message. We should not lay again the
foundation of turning away from useless works and believing in
God; of the teaching about baptisms and the laying on of hands; of
the resurrection of the dead and the eternal judgment. (Hebrews
6:1,2 GNT).

An English translation of one of the Hebrew versions of Matthew can be
ordered from BookDepository.com and reviews can be read on
Amazon.com. This link contains a compiled list of comments from
commentaries, encyclopedias etc on Matt. 28:19:
http.//www.onenesspentecostal.com/matt2819-willis.htm
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Communion... but not as we've
known it

"Jesus said to them, | assure you, most solemnly | tell you, you
cannot have any life in you unless you eat the flesh of the Son of
Man and drink His blood. He who feeds on My flesh and drinks My
blood has (possesses now) eternal life, and | will raise him up on
the last day. For My flesh is true and genuine food and My blood is
true and genuine drink. He who feeds on My flesh and drinks My
blood dwells continually in Me and | in him." (John 6:53-56).

God often uses graphic language to convey Truth. This example was
very offensive to the Jews who were not allowed to eat pork let alone a
human's flesh! To think of eating a man's flesh is bad enough, but to
drink his blood is even worse, it is a very offensive thing. The thought is
awful - to think of tasting the blood let alone drinking and swallowing it...
we are naturally repelled! Of course we know that this is the basis of the
religious ceremony of "communion" and that Jesus was referring to
Himself as being the Bread, "Your ancestors ate the manna in the
wilderness, yet they died. But here is the bread that comes down from
heaven, which anyone may eat and not die. | am the living bread that
came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This
bread is my flesh, which | will give for the life of the world." (John 6:48-51
NIV) but seriously, eating a representative piece of bread and a cup of
red juice in a religious ceremony does not mean for one moment that you
are eating the spiritual Bread of Life! Nor does it convey to us the offence
of eating human flesh and drinking human blood from a Life that has died
for us.

We have to eat and drink every day. We daily need to be in communion
with Christ, eating and drinking His flesh and blood. The Body cannot
survive without food and drink; but eating and drinking is something
personal, something which nobody else can do for us... Centuries of
religion have robbed the Cross of its offence and power. The Cross of
Calvary was not something sacred or ornate or religious; it was a symbol



of agony, torment, torture, humiliation, embarrassment, unbelievable pain
and finally death. Centuries of religion have also robbed our communion
with Christ of its offence and power.

Death on a cross and eating human flesh and blood were extremely
offensive to the Jews, Jesus was a Stumbling Block as Isaiah said He
would be. Of course I'm not suggesting anyone try to crucify themselves
or become cannibals! External things have no ability to subdue or deal
death blows to Self. We can only grasp the reality, truth and appropriation
of these things by the Holy Spirit opening the eyes of our hearts to see
and receive them internally instead of externally, enabling them to
become reality instead of religion and real in our experience instead of
mere knowledge.

The first followers of Christ ate bread and drank wine, they remembered
Christ's death and resurrection, and they shared food in one another's
homes. They also expected to suffer. Paul went so far as to say that all
who delight in Christ will meet with persecution (2 Tim 3:12). They knew
the reality of suffering as a result of being Christ's ones. “Even now |
rejoice in the midst of my sufferings on your behalf. And in my own
person | am making up whatever is still lacking and remains to be
completed of Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of His body, which is the
ekklesia.” (Col 1:24 ).

Jesus used the illustration of drinking His blood to show us how difficult
and awful it is for us to drink His Cup. The disciples said "This is a hard
and difficult saying, an offensive and unbearable message. Who can
stand to hear it?” (John 6:60). Many were offended and deserted Him
because of what He said about drinking His blood and eating His flesh;
and many will still react in the same way to drinking His cup with Him.
Jesus spoke several times about drinking the cup His Father had given
Him, and He was referring to His suffering and death.

To drink of His cup is to share in His suffering and grief. Paul said “the
cup of blessing upon which we ask blessing, does it not mean we
participate in and share a fellowship (communion) in the blood of Christ?”
(1 Cor 10:16). The Greek word for fellowship and partnership is koinonia
and in this verse it is usually translated as “communion”. It means a
common union, a partnership, a joint participation in the blood of Christ.



When you are united and in partnership or koinonia with Christ in His
suffering, it is something you participate in - not just something you know
about in your head but something you feel and experience in your heart.
The Biblical context of communion was that of eating a meal. Eating
together in the Hebrew culture was viewed as something intimate a